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Tn SPEAKER took the chair at; 4.30
o'clock p.m.

PaAYEEnS.

ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD).

Ma. LEAKE, for Mr. .txarsoi, in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier, whether
he had any further information -with regard
to the Aborigines Protection Board.

TuB PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the Bill passed lfat session had
been forwarded for the signification of Her
Majesty's pleasure, but that no reply had yet
been received in the matter.

ERECTION OP NEW SUl REME COURT
BUILDINGS.

MuI. LEAKER in accordance with notice,
asked the Preieir, whether the Government
intended shortly to erect new buildings for
the use of the Supreme Court.

THs PREMIER (HOn. Sir T. Forrest) re-
plied that.the Government purposed to ask
Parliament for aL vote for the purpose upon
the Estimates.

RETURN SHIOWING EXPENDITURE re
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU.

Mu. R. F. SHOLL, in accordance with notice,
moved for a return in detail to the 30th June,
showing-

1. How the sum of £22,60, voted for the
services of the Agricultural Bureau last Session
or any portion of it, had been expended.

2. If the above sum has been exceeded, the
amount of the excess and how expended.

Question put and passed.

M1EDICAL ACTr AMENDMIENT BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Lsaws (for Mr. James),
and read a first time.

F~ERTILISERS AND FEEDiNG STUFFS
BILL.

Introduced by the Commissioner of Crown
Landg (Keon. A. R. Richardson), and read a
first time.

SOUTHERN CROSS.COOLGARI)IE
RAILWAY CONTRACT.

Mn. MORAN in accordance with notice,
moved "'That acopy of the con tract for the
construction of the Southern Cross-Coolgoardie
Railway line be laid on the table of the
House." Lie said it Was generally recogni~ed
that the amount of the tender for the construc-
tion of the railway extension to Coolgardie
was so low that probably it Would not cover
the actual cost of the work ; and a consequent
question causing some agitation was as to
how the contractor was going to make up the
loss which must ensue to him-whether there
WAS some special arrangement by which the
contractor was to be enabled to make a profit
by the terms on Which he obtained the loan of
trucks from the Government, or by prices to
he charged to the public for using the sections
of line as they became progressi rely rady for
carrying traffic. He (Mir. Moran) wished to
be in a position to know, and to answer ques-
tions put by his constituents, as to what
special arrangement existed, if any; because, if
the ontractor was depending on the traffle for
his profits, or for making up loss on the con-
tract, the difference must be obtained by
charging higher rates to the public thanz would
otherwise be necessary during the period
allowed for the construction. Be (Mr. Moran)
Wished to see that those for whose benefit this
railway was being construced were not to be
charged unduly high rates, to enable the
contractor to make up any loss on the Work of
construction through its having been eon-
tnicted for ateso low a price.

Tn CoxMisslonsa OF RAILWAYS Agreed;
agreed.

Question put and passed.

LICENSED SURVEYORS BILL.
TIITRD IIEADINO.

Bll read a third time and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council.
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PROPOSED PUBLIC WYORKS COMMITTEE.
Mn. HARPER. in accordance with notice,

moved " TIhat it is desirable, in the best
interests of the colony:- 1, That all projected
pubile works should be reported upon by a
committee appointed for the purpose, before
any such works are undertaken. 2. That such
committee should be independent of Minis-
terial control." He said. This is not the first
time this question has been before Parliament.
I think in 1890 the question was introduced,
in the debate on the Address-in-Reply, by the
then hon. member for York (Ron. S. H.
Parker), and it was also introduced in a motion
subsequently made in another place. The
only objection raised to it at that time was
that it might delay the construction of public
works. Everyone must recognise the enor-
mous amount of work that bas fallen on the
shoulders of Ministers, in the rapidly extend-
ing development of the colony; and it is
almost impossible that the Ministers can give
that full consideration. to the matters which
should be considered before public works are
undertaken. If such a committee were
appointed here. as has been done in other
colonies, and if proposed works were referred
to the committee for careful consideration,
from one end to the other, their enquiry might
throw some light on matters which, under the
presenut usual stress of business, Ministers are
not able to consider thoroughly. We all
know that Ministers are in a great degree
bound to take the advice of their officers ; and
if those officers advise that a particular work
cannot be done, Ministers have to give way,
or generally do so. I think we had an instance
of that a few evenings ago, when I understood
the Premier to say that one officer of the
Works Department had informed him that it
w(. old be impossible to make a woad through
the Park on Mount Eliza, if the contractor
was to be allowed to cart over the road the
material required fo- making it.

THE _PanxiE (Rlon. Sir J. Forrest) : The
officer said it would be impossible to makea
good road in that manner.

Ma. HARPER: But in reference to nearly
all the roads in the colony, all contracts let by
Roads Boards do specify that the contractor in
each case must cart the materials over the par-
ticular roads foir the purpose of consolidating
them. in practical life, it is quite possible to
make roads to carry very heavy traffic, in a
manner which this officer of the Works De-
partment says cannot be done. There are

many ways in which such a committee would
be of service to the Government of the day ;
end it would also be a buffer between them
and the people who may be disptfting about
the rival routes for a railway. The Ministry
of the day would be able to any they had in-
dependent reports on the particular workthat
was desired, an d would thus be able, in a great
degree, to throw the responsibility for the
selection of a particular ronte on shoulders
other than their own. The committee would
also, at timeos, be of some service to the Works
flepartmnent itself, as the department might
thus get the views of practical persons which
might not otherwise be obtained.

MR. Groan:- The department won't pay
any attention to them.

Mn. HARPER: With regard to buildings
also, I am sure that a good many people think
that, in some of our public build ings, utility is
somnetimen sacrificed to appearance ; andl. have
a case par-ticul arly in my mind, of a hospital
building at Newcastle, which was designed in
the Public Works Depaxrment, hut which
could not be used for a couple of years af ter it
wats built, Whether it was because the out-
side of the hospital was considered of more im -
portance than the interior arrangements I do
not know, but the building was considered
unfit for habitation as a hospital until some
considerable alterittions were mde. For
these reasons, and for many others-whiohi will
occur to hon. members, I hope this House
will accept what has been tried, I believe
satisfactorily, in other colonies.

THE Paiun: In what colony l
MB. HARPER: Ia New South Wales par-

ticularly.
Tus Panmua That is only for railways, I

think.
Mit. HARPER: I now move the motion

standing in any name.
Tns PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I am

sorry at ll times to oppose any motion that
the hon. member brings forward, because I
recognise most fually that his object and desire
is to encourage economy and good Govern-
meat ;but I really think this plan, if put into
operation, would net be found to be efficient.
I am aware that theme is in New South Wales
a Public Works Committee-composed I think
of members of both Houses-which reports
upon projected railways. That body has been in
existence some years, and, as far as I am aware,
it has worked fairly well. But it seems to we
the principle strikres at the very foundation
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of what we term Responsible Government. Tt
is a sort of buffer under which the Ministry of
the day can shield themselves from responsi.
bility. Anld, after all,!I ask bon. members
whether they think the time has arrived-in
this colony, at any rate-when we require such
a buffer between thes Government and the
Legislature. We are fortunate in having, in
this colony, as representatives of the people,
gentlemen wrho are Cognisant of the affairs and
wants of the colony in its several parts-who
have personal knowledge, in a great many in-
stances, of all parts of the colony; and I think
these representatives are as competent to give
an opinion, and to judge as to the necessity of
any public work that may be proposed, as
would be any commtittee that this House and
another House would lbe likely to appoint.
After all, this kind of enquiry would he only
an. intermediary stage, for the report of this
committee would have to be submitted to the
Legislature for approval or decision upon it,
and the result of such procedure wonuld be
delay. If you want to delay any par-
ticular public works, of course that can
be effected by appointing aL lot of corn-
mittees and irresponsible bodies; because
that is what they arc-they are responsible

to no one, and you can do nothing to them
when once appointed, nor can you thrust
them out of office, except by not re-appointing
them in the next succeeding session of Parlia-
ment. This plan of a public committee re-
minds me of the old Finiance Committee which
was in existence some years ago ; and, lootcing
back on that time-[Un. NL. F. SaEoL : A very
useful body.J-I say no more obstructive in-
stitution was ever invented for hampering any
Government. [Ma. R. F. SwoLL - Whose toes
did it tread on ?] It trod on the toes of pro-
gress in this country. I have some knowledge
of it, and, without wishing to speak disrespect-
fully of its members, who were all men of re-
pute and position in the Country, I say that for
any Government to have to go cap-in.bhand to
any irresponsible body of men and ask theum:
-Will you be good enough to allow us to spend

a hundred pounds in building a Court. house,
or q road through the country, because our
vote is exhausted ?"-if that is Responsible
Government, then I do not wish to see such
Responsible Government. No More humiliat-
ing position could be invented than the posi-
tion of a Government wishing to spend money
for purposes which they considered necessary
f or the development and progress of tho colony,

and yet h aving to ga to A. body of men and ask
their permission before the money could be
spent on necessary works. I aim glad to say
all that system has been swept away uinder
the new Constitution, and that the Govern-
ment of the day have the right to t ake. on
themselves the duty of doing what they con-
sider necessary in the interests of the country,
and that this House has the right of saying
whether they approve or not of the actions of
the Government. I had something to do with
the old Finance Committee, and I remember
they used to call me up before them and
examine me as if I were some defaulter ; mnd
question me as to expenditure as if I had some
personal interest in it, and as if I were going
to takte an improper advantage in some way.
I had a great deal of trouble in getting that
committee to consent to the building of a
telegraph line. All Ican say is that it was
not Responsible Government, and I do not
want to see any more of that system in this
colony. I cannot understand what the
hon. membler is driving at, in this motion.
Does he mean that every proposed public
work is to be submitted to the committee
before it is undertaken, or before the amount
for the work is placed on the Annuat
Estimates? Does he mecan that the Govern-
inent mustai the committee whether they
approve of the plan and the site of a proposed
building, and whether they approve of the
particular work being carried out or not? Is
it to be before the listimitcs are framed, or
after the Estimates are framed, that the
committee is to examine into the proposed
work. If it is to be before the 'stimates are

framed, then the committee had better take
over the framing of the lestimattes. If it isi to
he after the Estimates are framned, then the
commnittee had better take over the manage-
ment of the work, In eiths, case, I do not
know where the responsibility of the Govern-
ment is to come in. The committee might
think that a, particular class of building
should be erected somawrher~t else, or
that the class of building proposed
by the Government would not suit the
particular purpose. I do not think you will
find any Government willing to carry on, in
this colony, under these conditions. The
theory of our constitutional system is that the
Government are responsible to the country and
to Parliament for everything they do, and the
Government cannot shield themselves behind
a committee. In regard to the Public. Works
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Comnmittee in New South Wales, I cannot may
whether it carries out its fuanctions well or
not; but we must remember that, when the
committee system was introduced into that
colony, their main lines of railway had been
constructed, and the committee had to deal
wily with the proposals for branch lines. I say
in regard to this motion, as I mid in regard to
the question when it was raised in the session
of 1891 in the other House, that it isi too early
for tis in this colony to embark on these novel
ideas. I think this House will be wise if it
holds the Government responsible, individually
and collectively, for all expenditure, and then
the Honse will know whom to look to, and
whom to charge with any misdeeds, end will
net have to go lokng about for irresponsible
committees or persons who, though they may
be elected by this House, will certainly not be
regarded as responsible for public works in the
way that Ministers are regarded as responsible.

Ma. [LLINQWOJITHi I think the object
sought to be gained by the hon. member for
Beverley is an oeclt one. 1 just desire to
express the conviction that so far as a similar
committee such as he suggests which exists in
Victoria is concerned, it had its origin through
the manifold applications for all sorts of rail-
ways in all parts of the colony. These railways
werea es ti mated to coat 4,00,0O0, orAO,OOO,0,
and as the Government of the day had only
X1,00,000 at their disposal for railways, the
committee was appointed to decide which of the
railways applied for were worthy of the amount
voted being expended upon them. That
committee therefore was created under very
different circumstances to those prevailing in
this colony at present. I do not suppose Par-
liameint will vote money for railways without
having some idea of the work they propose to
do, or vote moneys for anypublic work without
having a. clear idea of what they mean to do.
Consequently the illustration of the other
colonies is not on all fours. The committee
in New South W~ales had its origin in a similar
way. I do not think it is desirable to take
these responsibilities away from a small House
like this. The idea may work very well in a
large country like England, or even New South
Wales in which coony they have 132 members,
but in a Parliament of this size it would be
advancing too fast to elect a Committee of this
kind. If the proposal had come further on in
our history, I. would be disposed to support it,
because, if our circumstances were the same as
those of tho other colonies, the committee

would be most effective and desirable. I think
if the hon. member for Beverley consults the
interests of his own view on the question he
will defer it. The Government ought to be
capable of directing allI the public works we
are likely to launch into for some years to
come, and the House should be able to check
the Government in spending money for them.
The practice of referring these matters to om-
missions in not a good one, for I never knew a
Commission yet that did any good service, and
their work is only of a whitewashing charac-
ter. If this House is not capable of spending
the money of the people properly the sooner
another is substituted for it the better. To
appoint a committee at our present stage
would be to reflect, upon the Colony itself,
although, at a future time, when the conditions
are different, I would be disposed to support a
similar proposal, as it would be useful to us.
At present it would not be. Therefore I shall
vote against the motion.

MR,. R. F, SHOL12 - I bolieve Public Works
Cowmmittees have been appointed both in Vic-
toria and New South Wales, and I1 think their
dutiesare to collect, by evidence, iniformation on

proposed public works for the benefit of Par-
liament, before any work is undertaken. They
obtain reliable information which places mem-
bers in a better position to decide whether the
work should be done or not. Had that been
done before the YZiigarn railwaty was con-
sb-acted, no doubt the committee would have
recommended that the line should start from
York, and the colony would have been saved
thousands of pounds.

AN How. Hlswsta: How ?
MR. R. F. S IOL L -Because the line would

have traveriod better country and would not
have cost so much.

THEE Fannsng (EHon. Sir J. Forrest) tWhere
would they have got the information from ?

Ma. R. F. StlOLL: They could have called
evidence.

Tnr PsusxEBs (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest): 'The
Government cannot get the information.

Ma. B. F. SIIOLL:t Again, such a committee
could gather information regarding the pro-
posed railways in the South for the benefit of
Parliament, and I guarantee that when
these works come before us for consideration
we shall have as little information as we had
on the last occasion when we discussed them.
The old Finance Committee worked admirably,
No Government could then spend money
without the sanction of Parliament. I quite

Public Works Committee. (24 JurT, 1895.)
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understand the dislike of the Government-our
present Government at any rate to such a
body, when they would 1)0 prevented from
giving sops to different districts, whether it
was in the interests of the country tin give
them or Dot. I do not know whether the Pre-
mier hia much to do with that committee. In
those days he was in a very different position,
and had nothing to do with the Yi'garn rat -

way, except perhaps to survey the hand.
Tans Puxesa (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest) -. I gave

evidence.
MR. IR. F. $ROLL: I thinti, however, the

Finance Committee is beside the question before
us. The soenerwe elect a Public Works Commit-
tee the better, and!I think theimembers would
have to be remunerated for their services. I
shall support the motion.

MR. GEORGE: I shaLll not support the
motion, because no particular good can be
derived fromn such a committee. I would ask
the ban. member for Beverley to ask himself
how far the motion is to go. Rie says that all
projected public works are to lie reported upon
by a committee, Does he mean works of a
major or a minor character from the building
of a railway to the making of a drain? I take
it that if the motion were carried. the Govern -
ment could do nothing but resign ait once, as
the committee would be free from Ministerial
control. I take it also that the committee
would consist of independent men.

Ma. ILLINJ4WoRTH: Another want of confi-
dence motion.

MR. Pt DIRGE : I think it is, and I amn sur-
prised the Government have not taken it ta
such.

MRt. NO":- The Opposition are voting
with the Government.

Mu. GEORGE: We have confidence in the
Government in some things, if not in all. I
think we ought to have a6 Finance Committee

as its operations would have saved for instance,
the weary debate on the Excess Dill. By ap-
pointing the committee proposed by the
motion, I think a great many necessary public
'works would be delayed, a circumstlCce Which
wvuld do incalculable barm to the colony.
If such a commuittee were formed, it should
consist of practicalt men and experts, and we
cannot form such a bedy f row the members
of this Hfouse to deal with the complex ques-
tions that would arise. I am certain the Hanm.
the Director of Public Works would almost
quake in his shoes if he had to go before them.

Ma. ILLINOsWUaTR: lHe never quakes.

Maf. GEORGE: I am afraid lie would if be
had to go before a commtrittee of practical men,
because he might be asked questions which be
would not bie ab' e to evad e. Then i he Eni-
gineer-in-Chief, the Alpha and Omiega of
Public Works, is not likely to subm it to be
cross-questioned by the Committee, if it were
composed of laymen. This question is not one
upon which we can oust the Governmuent.
We can try to do so on the Education Question,
but not on a trivial motion ] ike this. I hope
the lion. member, thierefore, will withdraw it,

ats I am quite certain he does not wish to
harass the Government. If it were carried,
the flon. the Jtircctnr of Public "Works should
resign, and I am quite3 certain hon. members
would not likeo to see hi i do that.

Ma. PI ESSE : The h on. member for Bieverley
is no doubt prompted by a good object in mov-
ing this resolution. The Hon. the Premier's
question as to what the mover was driving at
can lie answered in this way: If a committee
had been appointed to furnish information to
the Government before public buildings, for
instance, were erected, no doubt the people
would have b'een provided with better build-
ings. I quite agree, at the same time, that we
cannot take the matter Out of the hands of the
Government, and if we cannot trust them to
carry on the public works of th e colony proper-
ly, we must express our want of confidence in
the usiual way. I think the Government should
well consider the effect of the motion if it were
carried, and endeavor to remedy the defects

pointed ant by the hon. member for Beverley
with regard to the designs for public buildings.
The hospital at Newcastle, the designs for
which were prepared by the Public Works
Departmnt, has; been bu ilt piecemeal, as many
other buildings have been. The hion. member
for Beverley also referred to other instances
where heavy expenditure has been incurred
in erecting small buildings, and also to the
proposed road through Perth Park ,no doubt
the designs for the latter work will provide a
lasting thoroughfare, still, such expensive
works are far beyond the requirements of this

colony at present. We should study economy
more than we have done, and reform the system
of designing public buildings and reduce
reckless expenditure. In s3ome places small
buildings have, I think, cost £00 or £700,
where they could have be'en erected for £2200.
I do not agree with the motion altogether,
hut I certainly think something should be
dons to prevent a repetition of the mistakes
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made in designing public buildings in different
parts of the colony, for I think those who have
seen some of the buildings must admit that
there was some fault in the designs.

Mr. MARMION: Most of the speakers
seem to be under a misapprehension in
regard to the committee. One hon. member
would lead the Honse to believe that it should
consist of architects, engineers, and: scientific
men, who would look into the designs of every
public building, no matter with what care they
might be erected, and that, further, the comn-
mittee would advise upon the character of any
railways which might be constructed. If the
committee were appointed, it seems to me,
they would advise as to the necessity of public
works rather than as to their character. That
is the purpose for which these cominitie -ha..ve
been appointed in the other colonies. f 1 uito
agree with the Hon. the Premier and thi uk -n.
member for Nannine that the time haij ot
arrived for a committee of this deseni,t.t a.
Parlianient is quite capable of dealing with
any public works that may be introduced by
this or any other Government, in this or in
future years. We are all well acquainted with
the requirenmenta of the colony; and I am per-
fectly certain. that any Select Comumittee ap-
pointed by this Houtse would be a4 fully cap-
able of dealing with any question, either of
building or of constructing-even the construc-
tion of a railway-wi would be at coifiittue
which, it usi proposed, shall h e free from Mlinis-
terial control. In order to be free from
Ministerial control the committee would have
to consistof members of the existing opposition,
but it could not he composed of any members
in either House because, they are nil more or
less amenable Iso Ministerial authority. There-
fore it will consist of gentlemen not in Parlia-
mens. As to the complaint concerning designs
Of, buildings, it the Oovernment architects
fail, they can easily be replacepd by bringing
pr~essuro to bear upon the Government of the
day. I do not, think the time is ripe for the
appointment of this committee, andwill there-
fore not support the resolution.

Tim DIRE CTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) :The Premier ha, touched
on the principle underlying the resolution;
and I would like to speak in regard to the ac-
cusations which the lion, member for the Wil-
jias (Mr. Piesse) made agaiubt the public
Works Department. I think his zeal ran away
with his discretion, and I defy him to cite any
public building, and I do not except any con-

structed by this Government, that could have
been done cheaper thant it really cost, b)e-
cause all work is let under contract and the
lo-west tender is accepted. 'lhe fault lies with
hon. members themselves, in adopting ai
o heese-paring policy when the Estimates are
under discussion, so as to have erected in their
own particular districts, buildings for £500,

I which cost £21,000, Thu result is that the
estimate is always. exceeded. Even then they
are only partially built, and Iliaveto hefinished
piecemeal, as the hon. member has stated,
That is what occurred at Newcastle over the

building of the Hospital; bet the hion. mnem-
b ee will have no f ault( whatevee te find with
it n ow. 'I b e m oney voted f or the work origin-
ally, did not go far enough, and the p rofes-
sienal gentlemen wonld not go in until an
cperating room, a dead house, and other out-
buildings were erected. I think the hon.
mnember for Williams had in his mind when
he spoke, two Post Offices which were built en
the Southern line.

A N HoN. 3fsMsuia: What did they cost P
THE Pasnasat (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest): About

£i1.coo.
TILE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Rlon U1. W, Venn): It was found that, with
the money voted, it was impossible to provide
the necessary accommodation. The Govern-
ment could nave erected wooden buildings of
four rooms. and a verandah. but it is their duty
to put up substantia edifices, and there is no
building erected by the Government which is
not substantial and which does not provide the
accommodation required].

Ma. GRosax: What about your own offices P
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(H1on. ff. W. Venn) : 'You have not given us
money enough to do that work properly, let the
House will be asked to Vote a large sumu to
extend them. It is unfair to attack the
Government architect, as he is one of the
best in the colonies. The hion. member for
Albany laughs, but only a short time ago he
complimented ire upon the design of the post

Ioffice at Albany. The appointment of the
suggested committee could net improve the
designs of public buildings; but if the official
ever fails to give satisfaction, the Gove Lnment
can get another man. The Government have
to lie guided in the matter by their profus-

I sional Advisers, in whenm they have every
confidence. The buildings constructed so fer
have been, on the whole, satisfactory. I feel
sure hon. members will see that the proposal
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of the hon. member for Beverley is premature.
MR. LEAKE: I am very glad that the hoe.

member for Beverley has brought this matter
forward, and if he is not successl ul in carrying
his motion, the ventilation of the subject in
consequence of the motion hatring been ta Aed
will do a great deal of good. The object of the
hon. member was; not, I take it, to merely have
a fling at the Public Works Department, but
rather to bring before this House and the
country generally the general administration
with regard to the public works of the colony,
and, if possible, to suggest that there could be
some improvement in existing method,. I do
not thinkt the hon. member who has the con-
trol of the Public Works tDepartnient will say
that no mistakes have been made. I believe
it is a fact, although I do not speak from my
own knowledge, but l am informed that atone
place a post office was built, and there wass
actually no letter-box provided. I do not
know if this is a fact, but I am informed
that it is.

THE PREIERs (Bon. Sir 5. Forrest): Where
is the place?

ME. [,EAKE: I am also informed that in
another place there areall sorts of complaints
as to the position of the letter boxes, the tele-
graph moms, and so on. What I regard as
being the most valuable point in the sugges-
tion is, that it draws the attention of boa.
members to the fact that the time is approach-
ing when this Rouse will have to seriously
consider, not merely the question of construct-
ing public wvorks. but of the railways, and to
decide whether or not the railways of the
colony should be managed under the control
of a Board of Railway Commissioners, such as
exist in the other colonies. I do not notice
whether the hon. member considois whether
the wording of his resolution will embrace
this, but as the hon. member did not refer to
this branch of the subject, it is probable that
he does not intend the resolution to embrace
the question of railways. The idea of the
hon. member- appears to be that there should
be some more proper control over the admninis-
tration of the Public Works Department, and
there is no doubt we have heard several com-
plaints, not only during the recess, but also
since Parliament met. It did not appear
to me that the hon. member desired to
unnecessarily tie the hands of any Minister.
but that he had really brought this subject
forward in a spirit of fair criticism, and with a
desire to assist and promote the best interests

of the country. It cannot be said of the hon.
member for Beverley, as it would most ua-
doubtedly be said of me, thnt he is moved to
this resolution out of a spirit of factious;
opposition. I do not think there is really very
much matter for consideration in the resole-
tion at the p~resenlt time, and at the same time
I regret that there does not appear to be much
possibility of the hon. member being able to
carry his motion in proper fcrm. If it is not
forced to a division I sincerely trust the hon.
member will not allow the subject to drop,
but that he will direct his further attention
to the work of the Works' Department. It is
stated that the Civil Service Commission was
doing this at the present time, but, so far, that
body appears to have wade such little pro-
gress that it is not in a position to enlighten
us at the pro ent time. If it is found in the
future that any board of advice will be
necessary, it will, ofcourse, bermost advisable
for it to be placed beyond Ministerial control,
but then comes the question whether the
members of this Board should, or should not
be paid. If anything is done now it will only
amount to a matter of affirming a principle,
and after the discussion thiat has taken place
I have no doubt the hen, member will not see
fit to press it. At the same time I think the
matter is one of such importance that I wsould
press those hon. members who take an interest
in this question, and who have a practical
knowledge of what is necessary, to ventilate
the subject now that it is before the House,
and give other hon. members the benefit of
their knowledge.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson): In justice to the
hon. member for Beverley, I would like to
say, Mr. Speaker, that in my opinion he has
been totally misunderstood by sonme hon.
members who have addressed the House. The
intention of the bon. member is not, I belie,e,
to censure the Public Works' Department, or
to seek to control its administration,
or to control the acts of the Govern-
ment in any way whatever. His idea
a ppears to me to be that we should have
at committee of advice, with more extended
scope than that given to an ordinary Select
committee. A committee, formed on the lines
suggested by the bon. member, could be made
gf great assistance to a Government. It could
be composed of men who have not only a prac-
tical knowledge, but extensive local knowledge
as, we!]. and who would be -able to see into
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projected works, and bring to bear considerable
information with a view of ascertaining
whether works were actually required, whether,
if it were the case of railways, they would
pay, and what would be the proper route for
the lines to take. There are really very few
hon. members indeed who are in a position to
give all the local knowledge that may be
required to enable Parliament to form a
proper opinion. It is dlearly not the desire
of the hon. member that this committee
should in any way control the Government,
but after the Government brings down a list
of public works it would be for this Corn-
mnittee to say whether they were necessary.
If the committee found that certain works in
such a list were not necessary they would
report so, and I do not think it would ever be
regarded as a vote of want of confidence in
the Government, if the committee made an
adverse report concerning any of the works
proposed. As to whether the time has arrived
when we should have such a committee in
this colony, I am entirely in accord with the
other hon. members who believe that it would
be a premature step to take in our history.
The present Parliamient, it must be recollected,
is a small one, and it is composed of practical
men with a very large knowledge of the
country and of its requirements. Members of
the present Parliament have possibly a greater
individual knowledge of the requirements of
the country than will be possessed by members
in future years, when there is a greater number
of members, ad when the country itself is
much greater tha it is to-day. It will be
Under these circumstances that there will
be sonme chance of political jobs being
perpetrated. It is not possible now, when
the House is in its present state, and
when the members are in the position,
through their practical and local know-
ledge, of being able to exercise inteli-
gent criticism. This may not be the ease
in future years, when the country and its in-
terests are both of a more diverse character.
The time for a committee, such am has been
suggested, has not yet come. The fact that
such committee have been found necessary in
other colonies is to be seen in their being
called into existence at all, and the farther
fact that they must be doing good work, is
proved by the circumstance that if it were not
so these committees would soon have had an
end put to their existence. The circumistances
arm very different here to what they are in the

other colonies, and, at present, Parliament is
quite capable of preventing any public works
being carried out to suit some political motive,
or to serve some political party, or to please
some particular constituents. I hope it will
be a long time before there is an alteration in
this state of affairs here, and that the day in
far distant when party political considerations
will have any effect in determining the public
works policy of a Government. Still, when it
does come, then will be the proper time to con-
eider the question of appointing a committee
slinilar to that suggested by the hon. mem-
ber.

Mu. SOLOMON: I donot think the time ha
arrived when it is advisable that we should
place the control of the Government in the
hands of a committee of the kind suggested
by the bon. member who has moved this
motion. If the Government is not capable of
carrying out the public works themselves, then
they should not be capable of appointing ad-
visers to do it for them. What I fail to see is
whore the responsibility will rest if such a
committee is appointed. Are we also to look
merely to a Bloard to give this Rouse neces-
sary information instead of getting it from
the Government P To my mind this Pairlia,
ment is quite capable of judging, when any
public works are brought before it
as, to whether they are required, or
whether it is necessary that such works
should be performed. With regard to the
remarks made on this subject by the Hon. the
Director of Public Workts, I cannot say that
all the buildings that have been erected have
been of a most substantial nature. There is
one building I particularly desire to refer to.
and to which my attention has been drawn.
There is a schoolroom at Rockingham. I am
informed that it is only % small building, some-
thing like l4ft. by 20ft.; but it has been
placed there without the slightest convenience
for the schoolmaster. It is reported that the
rain comes in through the roof like a sieve,
and the chimney-pot in actually only on a
level with the roof, and that it is absolutely
impossible to carry on the school. This may
only be a small matter, but still it requires
some attention being called to it, and I trust
the Director of Public Works will look into
the complaint. References have been made
to the work of the Civil Service Comomission.
Well, I have to inform the House t~at the
Commission is at present conducting a moast
systematic and searching enquiry into both
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the Railways and Works Departments, and I
feel sure that when the Commission comes to
present its report, the members of this House,
as well as the members of the Commission,
will feel perfectly satisfied that the time and
trouble taken over the work have not, by any
means, been wasted.

b~s. HARPER: 'I would just like to say one
or two words. The strength of the opposition
to my motion appears to be in the contention
that such a committee as I propose is not re-
quired at the present time. I must say that I
was a little surprised at the line taken up by
the hon. memb-er for Nannine. He usually
places his viewa before us with such clearness
and precision that I cannot understand the
opposite attitude he assumes now. He has
told this House that the reason for such
a committee being called into oei-
tence in Victoria was that it was
required to deal with a number of
projected works of a political character, but
that was not so. 'the reason the committee
was appointed in Victoria was that a great
deal of work had been improperly done, and
it was found necessay to have a commnittee to
prevent this being continuied. With an over-
flowing Treasury, there is likely to be a great
rush for these works in this colony, and it wits
having this in view that led me to make
the proposition for the appointment of a
committee before, instead of after the works
wvere carried out. I am afraid that hon.
members will find a mistake has been made in
not considering this matter now. However, I
beg leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

LICENSED SURVEYORS BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

LOAN AL T, 1891, RE-APPROpRIATION
BILL.

SECOND HEARING.
Tan PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) : I

rise to move the second reading of this Bll,
and [ think it is beat that I should f uly ex-
plain to the House the reasons for its being
brought forward. In the Loan Act of 1891, a
sum of Y25,000 was prodided for harbor works
at Geraldton. ad for a ne v jetty. In the
arrangements for the construction of the
Mullewa railway, Only £C100,000 was voted,
and no provision was made for the necessary

works on the shore end of the jetty, so that it
could be connected with the railway. It was
then arranged that the sum of £11,000 should
be appropriated f re, the vote for the harbor
works, and it was expended en the construc-
tion of the buildings, the station yard, and the
necessary works about the jetty re-
quired for the railway. Upon that under-
standing the Government has worked
from the time the Act of 1891 became law
right up to the present time, and about
X12,000 has been spent on the jetty itself. To
show hon. members that it was the intention
of the Government all through to carry out
these works to their full extent, I make men-
tion of the fact, that in the Loan Act of 1894
there was provided a sum of X10,000 for ex-
tending the harbor and jetty, although at that
time we hua£11,000 or £12,000 in hand out of
the vote of £250,000 provided in the Loan Act
of 1891. When, however, the Mullwa, Rail-
way was completed, the Public Works Depart-
ment desired to obtain the amount that jhad
been appropriated from the vote for harbor
works. In this they were blocked by the
Auditor-General, who was unable to autborise
the work on shore being paid for out of the
other vote, and hence it is necessary for the
Government to come to the House and ash for
a re-appropriation of the money. I do not
think anyone can object to the Hilt, because
the Government has no desire whatever ex-
ceptiug to replace the amount it was found
necessary to appropriate out of the vote for
the Geraldton jetty. The intention of
the Government, and the belief uder
which we have acted, are perfectly clear all
through. The only reason the Homse is asked
to approve of this Bill is to remove any doubts
in the mind of the Auditor-General that this
sum of £211,000 can be legally charged to the
works on the jetty I hope hon. members will
not object to this Bill, and I would especially
ask the hen, member for Geraldton not to
oppose it. The Governiment is a:ing insper-
feetly bowa fide way, and has always reserved
the X1,000 for the purposes stated, in addition
to the vote of £.10,000 in the Loan Act of 1894.
The Bill merely enables the amount already
spent on works to be properly charged against
the vote for the jetty works. At present it
stands as an advance, and before it can be
charged to the proper account, it is neceaary
tor the House to pass the Bill.

Question put and passed.
I Bill read a second time.



Silting of Roektj Bay. £24 JULY 1895.3 Sitting of &okyj Bay. 398

IN COMMIITRES.

The Bill passed through Committee without
discussion, and was reported without amend-
uamnt

Report adopted.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.

IN COSSITfEE.

Consideration in Committee resumed upon
the new Clause proposed by Mr.
James, namely-"1 Where any occupier is

dby the Council to, or does pay.
"any rate or instalment of a rate

" due or payable, or -of which any portion is
"due or payable in respect of the premises
" occupied by him for any period prior to the
" date when such occupier took possession of
" the said premises, such occupier shall be
"entitled to, and may forthwith require and
"site for payment of and from the landlord of
" the said premises of the rate or portion of
"rate so due or payable, together with all

"expenses, payment of which has been required
"from, wade by, or is enforceable against such
" occupier." put and negativedl on the following
division:-

Question put and division taken, with the
following result:-

Noes ... ... . .. .. 18

Ayes .. .. .. .. .. 8

Majority against .. .. 10
Ayes. - Now.

Mr. Oeo Mi'. Burt
Mr. lllingworth Mr. Clarkson
Mr. James Mr. Connor
Mr. Leaks Sir John Forrest
Mr. Moran Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Randall Mr. Hawaeii
Mr. Wood Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Simpson (Teller.) Mr. Loton

Mr. MIRnnion
Mr. Phillips
M~r. Plese
Mr. Richardson
Mer, H. WV. Shol
Mr. Solomon
Sir. J. G. Lee Steers
Mr. 'I hrossell
Mr. Venun
Mir. R.F.Sholl(Tefllr.J

New Clause negatived.
Preamble Sad title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

DEPOSITING STONE IN RIVER AT ROCKY
BAY

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL*S MESSAGE.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tnt PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):; I

move that the message from the Legislative
Council be taken into consideration, but I say
at once, that I amn not in accord with the
opinions expressed by the Legislative Council.
"That it is desirable that no more stones

sand, or rubbish, be thrown into the river at
Rocky Bay by the Government." If it were at
ill practicable, I am sore 7 should not desire,
and I believe hon. members generally would
not desire, to throw any stones or rubbish
whatever into tho river. But we have em-
barked upon great works at Fremnantle, and
part of the project for carrying out those
works is to obtain the stone from Rocky Bay.
No doubt when hon. members go down there,
they will regret to see what was once a
picturesque spot, made to wear so utilitarian
an appearance. All the picturesqueness
is a thing of the past, and the ap-
pearance at Rocky Bay, with which
we were so pleased years ago, has nil been
destroyed. Nothing can now bring back the
beauty that existed three years ago. The
only questiot to be considered now is, whether
throwing refuse into the river is really doing
any great damage to the river P It seem's to
me it is all at matter of cost; because if wye do
not mind the cost it wvill be easy to carry the
refuse somewberg else, rather than throw it
into the river. I have had the matter under
consideration, and have had reports from the
Engineer-in-Chief, who informs me that to
begin and carry out a new scheme, or to make
new arrangements with regard to the removal
of the refuse, will involvo a very large
expendituro of money. The proportion is
four to one. Four tons of rubbish and sad
have to be removed to one ton of stone. I an,
informed it would wean very great expense,
and considerable delay. It would require,.
believe, five or six times as many trucks as
are now being used. I think the Engineer-
in-Chief said it would require 250 extra
trade, and some more engines, to do what is
now being done by throwing the stuff into the
river. The increase of cost would be some-
thing like six-pence a yard.

MR. GORGE: There must be sone mistake
in that.

Tan PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest): I do
not know anything aboutthe mistake; the in-
formation I have is that it would cost sixpence
a yard more, and would also cause considerable
delay. It would be six months before the works
would get into full swing again. We should
have to import trucks, or else build them, and
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in the meantime the Harbor Works would have
to be ata standstill. I take some exception to
the resolution of the othsr Howse on such an
important matter, It seem to me that due
consideration was not given to the work that
has been going on at Fremantle for the last
yearor two. The matter was hurried through
and sent on to this House. I think before this
House sanctions a resolution of this kind it
should have more information on the subject,
and should appoint a Select Committee
to go round and see how far the intere ts
of the country would be interfered with by the
adoption of a resolution like this. For my
own part, I do not like the idea of throwing
sand and rubbish into the river; but the
Engineer-in-Chief says it could be easily
removed again. if need be, at a cost of about a
penny a yard. by the Premier dredge. If it
were necessary the Premier dredge could
excavate a straight channel on the south aide
of the river in a very short time. I do not go
so far as some, and say there is no filling up of
the river, but I do think that the practical
men I see before me will not stop the works at
Fremantle-to which we are all looking for-
ward with so much interest-because of a
small encroachment upon the north side of the
river by this sand and rubbish being throwvn
there. We have all seen the work going on
there for the last two or three years, and no
one has thought of moving in the matter, as
the members of the Legislative Council have
done in this resolution. Iamquite sureit has
not received the consideration it deserves,
seeing it is such an important matter, and if
this House is at all inclined to favour it, I
would urge upon hon. members the desirability
of referring it to some committee, in order
that evidence may be taken upon the subject.
Ron. members can easily see if this reso-
lution be adopted here it will upset the
arrangements of the Governmnt for carrying
on the harbor works at Fremantle, and will
delay the work for six months. I consider the
game is not worth the candle; but if the
House thinks otherwise, then I think the
matter should be thoroughly investigated
before the House assents to a resolution like
this, which creates both trouble and expense.

MR. RANDELLa: I made a trip, last Satur-
day, to the scene of operations and R~ocky
Bay ; and the opinion that I formed was, that
though there was some encroachnmnt upon the
river, it was not serious. There is a consider
able depth of water there, and as the hon. the

Premier pointed out, it will be absolutely
necessary to dredge a channel through the spit
at Preston Point, as no vessel of any size could
get round the point at Rocky Bay. That will
be necessary for the river traffic, but I think
it would be a very long time before the
channel would become so narrow as to
hinder boats plying up and down. There
may be increased difficulty for yachts, and
other boats, that need to sail, because they
will have a little less room to move in, to get
round the Bay. I was certainly impressed
with the difficulty there would be, if the stuff
could not be thrown into the river. I was
assured by the Engineer-in-Chief that the coat
of removing it again, if need be, would be
very trifling. I think he said loss than a
penny a yard. He certainly said it could be
removed again at very little cost, by the
dredge, if it were found necessary so to do,
or if the material could be profitably used
elsewhere. I do not know how far any freshet
in the river might affect the sand and stoe
being thrown there, for it is not all sand. So
far as I could see, the water was not acting
very much upon the debris, through stone
being intermixed with the sand. I do not
think a freshet would make much impres-
sion upon it. I scarcely think there is any
necessity to interfere with the operations of
the Engineer-in-Chief at the quarries at Fre.
mantle. I was very much struck with the
large amount of stone in the sand; it seemed
in some places to be in layers all along. I
enquired if it were so in other ports of the
world, and they said no, that wvas the first
instance of the kind they had over come
acros- There was one advantage in it in
that it was much easier to blast than if it
were all rock, though if it had been all rock
they would have got more atone for use, which
would have compensated for the extra cost.

MR. flLIrNGWORfrH: I rise to move an
amendment to the motion before the House.
My object is to refer this matter to a Select
Committee. T think it is amnatter of sufficient
importance. Pirstlof all, it is serious enough,
as far as the river itself is concerned. I think,
however, it is more desirable to have a Co Zn-
mittee for another reason. Upon the site I
have in my mind for the railway workshops
there is a valley, and I think the material now
being thrown into the river might be used for
levelling that valley ; and for tha reason I
think it is worth the consideration of this
House ato whether the wishes or ba,. members
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in another place might not be met, and usef nIi
work be done at the same time. As to any
other departure, I would rather distinctly sup-
port the Ministry than stop the works at Fre-
mantle. But if the debris can be used for the
purpose I have suggested, we shall do two good
things at the same time.

THE Faustan: You have not the trucks to
do it.

Ma fELjLINGWORTH: The samne trucks
that throw it into the river will throw it
where I want to have it thrown.

THs Coxuissioi4xa or RAILWAYS: They will
not hold sand.

M-n. GEORGEz: How do they hold it to throw
it into the riverF

THEL COMMSSIONER Or RIULWAYS:- Men use
barrows to throw it into the river.

Ma. JL~aNGWORTR: I move asan amend-
went that the question be referred to a Select
C ommittee, consisting of thelHon. the Comi-
missioner of Railways (Eton. H. W. Venn),
Mr. Marmnion, Mr. Wood, Mr. Simpson, and
the mover.

Tax COMMISIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) . The amendment pro-
posed by the hon. member is nonsense. I feel
sure that the hou. members of this House, as
a whole, will be able to decide this question
themselves. I regret, at the present moment,
that this questionhasconitonat so early a stage
this evening. Had I known it would have
come on, I should have been prepared with
some diagrems, which would have been an ob-
jeeL lesson, so that hen. members could see at
once the exact position. 'Rather tha accept
the amendment. I suggest that we report pro-
gress until to-morrow, when I shiall be able to
have drawings and diagrams here, showing
the exact position of the river frontage ; acid
I will give the exact figures. The hon. meem-
her for Nannine stated a few' minutes ago,
that the sa'me trucks would move the saud.

Mn. ILLINGWOBTH : I never said anything of
the kind.

TaE COMMISS[ON81R OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H1. W. Venn) : I understood him to say,
that the same trucks removing the sand
would remove it elsewhere. But we have no
trucks to remove it. The proportion as, has
been pointed out, is four tons of sand and rub-
bish, to one ton of stone. If hon. mtembers
would go down and see for themselves, as the
lion. member for Perth did, they would see at
once the real position. I feel sure the dia-
gramis le-an bring to-morrow will enable hon.

members to deal with this question better
than they can at the present moment. I move
we now report progress, and ask leave to sit
again.

Motion to report progress put, and division
taken, with the following result:

Ayes .. .. ... 16
Noes ... . . 7

Majority for ... -.. S
.AYES, NoEs.

Mr. Burt Mr. Connor
Mr. Olarkson Mr. Gesorge
Sir John Forrest Mr. tlingworth
Mlr. Harper Mr. Marinion
Mr. Habsell 51r. Solomon
Mr. Leake Mr. Wood
Mr. Lotor, Mr. Moess (Teller.)
Mr. Morin.
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Randell
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Simpson
S1ir J. 0, Lee Steers
Mr. Venn
Mr. Lefroy (Trlim.)

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again.

THE SPEAKER left the chair at 6.27 o'clock
p.m.

At 7.30 o'clock the House resumned.

WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION.
THE EDUCATION QUESTION.

Ma LEARE: Sir, I move "That the policy
of the Government, its announced upon the
Education Question, is not satisfactory to this
Hlouse, nor in accordance with the opinion of
the people of this Colony." This resolution
Sir, might perhaps have been expected to
coma from some other hon. member than my-
self; but in the exercise of his discretion the
hon. member, to whom the privilege of moving
this resolution would in ordinary circuim-
stances have fallen, has not thought fit to
prps it; and I say now that 1 do not bring
this motion forward as a mere private motion,
but as an expression of opinion of those
members who sit on the Opposition side of
the House. I have been deputed to move
this resolution and I do so readily. It was
suggested bysa answe r which was given a few
evenings ago by the [[on. the Premtier, toa&ques-
tion which was asked by the hon. member for
Nannine, as to whether it was the intention of

he Government to bring in a bill to amend the
Education Act by abolishing the present sys-
tenm, and estabtl ishing a national system of free,
secular and compulsory Education. The
Prewie r's answer to that question wag - The
Government does not propose to deal with th is
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question at present." Further, the hon. gea-
l lema announced that if it should be neces-
sary Wo make any alteration in the law, whichi
would affect certain interests, the subject
would require to be approached only after
the fullest and most careful consideration,
with the view to dealing honourably and equit-
ably with the interests which have beencreatted.
In th'it answer, I submit, there was a distinct
avowal of the intention of the Government not
to interfere with Lhe Education Question. If
hon. members will carry their recollections
bank to May of last year, when the hon. the
Premier addressed his constituents at Bun.
bury, and also to the debates of last session,
they will be reminded that on both occassions
the bon. gentleman expressed himself definite-
ly on the E'ducation question, and there and
then expressed his determination not toalter it.
Circumstances demand that this question,
which has been before the country, should be
settled with no uncertain voice, and I think it
is in the interests of the Rouse and the
country that it should be finally determined
without any delay whatever. In the debates
of last session, it will be remembered, that
divisions were taken upon two distinct pro-
posais. The first was proposed by the hon.
member for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson) to the
effect that it was undesirable to fur ther extend
the system of State aid to Assisted Schools.
That resolution was negatived by three votes
only. Upon that occeazion I did not vote. I
will explain my reason in a moment.

'Ins PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :You

said that before.
Ms. LEAKE, [ shall do so no doubt to the

satisfaction of the Hon. the Premier. Sub-
sequently, the Government brought in a Bill
to alter the system of Education. Upon that
occioin I did vote. My reasons are these.
During my candidature at Albany, I expressed
an opinion that I had not at the tima. made
up my mind on this question of Education,
and said then I was in favor of leaving the
question alone. Acting uip to that principle
and to that statement, I did not vote en the
motion of the hon. member for Garaldton.
The result of the division was certainly to
leave the question alone: but was that the
desire of the Government? I say it wait not,
for within a few weeks, almost within a few
days after the narrow division upon the
motion of the hon. member for Geraldton, we
find a determined effort made by the Govern-
wnent to mal~e a material alteration in the law

Irelating to Education. They then sought to
increase the grant in aid of the Assisted
Scoobi. The Government then, did not leave
the question alone, and although on the pen-
Vious occastion I had voted in accordance
with my publicly expressed determination to
leave the question alone, when I found that

*the Go vernment-
TrHE PREMsIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) :You

did not vote at all. You ay you voted.

ME. LEAKE: Thank you for the correc-
*tion. I did not vote because [desired to leave
the question alone, but the Government
forced the hands of every hoo. member. They

Ibrought forward a Bill, and it is not the duty
of any hon. member to sit and discuss the

terms of a Bill, but refrain from giving an
expression of opinion. Inasmuch as that Bjill
sou*ght to materially alter the Education Act,
I determined, still with the idea of leaving the
ques.,a alone, to vote against the measure. I
didi so, and [ am happy to say that the Bill was
thrown out by the ca sting vote of the Chair-
man. Thus the opinions of bon. members
were forced, and it became necessary for my-
sell and everybody else, to determine what
line should be taken on the question. I can-
not consistently and repeatedly tell my
constituents, the public, or hon. members,
that I have not made up my mind upon any
question. [have made up my wind and I have
not changed it; and it is because I have made
up my mind that I am willing and anxious, to
move this resolution. By reason of the action
of the Government, this question of Educa&-
tion, although previously an, important one,
became a burning question. It led to a cer-
tain amount of agitation during the recess. It
induced, or fostered, a more or less unsetbled

Istate in the country and in the Electorates.
Strong feelings were expressed, Red if we
seek for evidence of an, exhibition of feeling,
we need only consider the recent elections,
when the hon. member for the Murray and the
bon. member for North Fremantle were re-
turned, both of which elections were fought out
on the Education question.

Min. CONNOR: No.
Ma. LEAKE :I am sorry I did not make

myself heardi to the hon. member.
Ma CONNsOR: State facts.
Mu. LEAKEt If anyone ought to be in a

position to know, it should be the hon. mem-
ber who hiss challenged my assmertion, because
if he did not contest the North Fremantle
election himself, I amo not far wrong in say.
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ing he did so s the deputy or agent of
another. Not only have certain electorates
expressed a elinits opinion on this question.
but with the exception of one, or certainly not
more than two isolated instances, the Press
of the country are in favor of an alteration
in the Education Act is, the direction of abol-
ishing the dual system. Is there an bon.
member who can deny with a clear conscience,
that the country is not in favor of abolishing
the dual system ? So far as I am personally
concerned, I do not care what hoa. members
on the Minsterial side of the House think of
my action in this matter. I have no doubt
that many of them will refer to Hansard.
I shall be quoted, and perhaps misquoted, and
if not misquoted, misinterpreted. Whatever
happens, I am content to let this question
remain as one between myself and my con-
stituents, not hon. members of this House.
If my constituents disapprove of my action in
this regard, is it open to them, when the
question crops up, to reject me at the next
election. If hon. members can take any
pleasure in quoting my observations in
Hansard, I shall gladly listen to them, and
I am certain that if they will not only study
what I have said on this question, but on all
others, they will reap a certain amount of
advantage. I am prparedat this moinent to
face an election on this question; indeed, one
of my particular objects in forcing it before
the House and the country, is with the idea of
a dissolution, in order that I may announce my
views Upon the subject, end to see whether or
not they coincide with those of my constitu-
ents.

Mr. MARMNxo: Have you made up your
mind P

MR. LEAKE ;I cannot hear the hon. gentle-
man. The principle of this resolution is not
so much to obtain an alteration in the law, as
to get an expression of opinion upon the ques-
tion. If it were carried it will not alter the
law, although of course it would be proper
that the law should be altered in accordance
with the resolution, and if the Hon. the Premier
in his wisdom, thinks fit to pray for a dissolu-
tion on this question, it will be greatly to the
advantage of everybody.

AN. HoN. Mnms Especially the hon.
member.

Ma. LEAKE: I say the Government in this
matter are inconsistent The Hon. the
Premier, whom we must regard as the mouth-
piece of the Government-although we know

there is a split in his Cabinet on this import-
ant question-has, rrom the first, announced
his intention of maintaining the present
systemnof Education. Were they not incon-
sistent after that avowal, when last session
they introduced a Bill to increase the grant to
the Assisted Schools ?If the principle was
necessary last session, it is necessary now.
Why did not the Government come
forward with a resolution or a Bill such
as that of last year and ask the House
to pass it P Because they are frightened
of the consequences. Is it right that
this question should remain uusettled P
Is it right that this condition of Unrest, and
disquiet and religious controversy should be al-
lowed to arise, and to continue? Can any one
ay feeling has not been expressed in the coun-
try? Do we not know that, from certain
quarters, many bitter things have been said,
that certain Associations, political and other-
wise, have been formed, in order to do whatP
-to maintain the present system, that system
which the Government last year, after having
first of all said they would maintain, endeav-
oured to alter, but were defeated in the at-
tempt. Let the question be settled at once,
The more we delay, the greater danger there
is of its not being amicably settled, and
in the interests of all parties concerned,
T his session we hear the cry of vested
interests. That was not the cry last year.
We heard nothing about vested interests then.
They are a secondary consideration, a bolstered
argument, adduced in ordertodivert attention
and in order to avoid if possible, the necessity
of touching the question, as the Government
attempted to do last session. Last session
they told us they had the statutory right to
increase the grant. Now, certain sections of
the community demand that increase. But
notwithstanding the statutory right which
was argued for, notwithstanding- the demand
which has come from a certain quarter, we find
that the Government dare not tackle the
Education question. And if it is not settled
now, if this motion is not carried-and here I
ask hon. members to mark what [ sy-if it is
not settled now, it cannot be for three years,
without a dissolution. That is of course
assuming the Government are true to their
public utterances. Whether the Hon. the
Premier will think fit to alter his views-

THE Panaman (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Like

Mr. LEA KE: Whether the Ron, the Premier
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will think fit to alter his views, a contingency
which is by no means remote, we shall not
have this question suttl~d forthree years; and is
there any bon. member who will dare to say
that it is advisable that this question sho-ild
beheld overour head& for so long a period ?
Su rely it is in the interests of those who sup-
port the Assisted Schools and everybody else,
to see it settled once and for all. There is
no doubt-and l am a-r'6i. [have the support
of the majority of lion. is IbI-ars in thia-that
the dual system of Kducatioa. is doomed, and
the sooner we krnow nder what circumstances
that doom is to overtake the system, the better
it will be for everybody concerned. It is ob-
ject'd, and I hava no doubt that during the
debate it will be oh-jected, that the motion is
one of want of confidence in the Governmniut.
It is a vate of tha~t sort, and if such
a vote, were ever justified, the present
occasion justifies this, for when we find
an important political qnestidn not only
before the Rouse but before the country,
attempted to liea evaded by those who have
the conitrol of affairs, it is tine th-tt somea
pressure is b-rought to bear to force those
gentlemen not only to a. proper conclusion, but
to a dct ±rmination to settle, once and for all, a
much vexed question. If this is a want of con-
fidence motion, c.Ln anyone tell me how
a motion dealing with the Education
Question can bve framed so as not to amount to
a wantL of confidence motionP I cannot imagine
that the Government cajn regard any inter-
ference with this question in any other light
than as a want of confidence. Suppose hen.
ineinbers on this side of the Hou se
had broughit inu a Bill to amend
the Edncation Act, would not the debate
on lihe second reading have been treated
as a test question? Would not that Bill, if it
passed, be practically an expression of want of
confidence in the Government, particularly,
net only after the avowal of the Government,
but af ter their action in regacd to it P Perhaps
there are several hon. members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House who will not vote for this
mnotion, because it is a vote of want of con-
fidenee-and I regret to have to say, but I *do
say so, and deliberately too-that there are
hon. members on the Opposition side: of the
House whose sympathies unfortunately are not
with the Opposition. They rather strength-n
the hands of the Government, and will possibly
do so on this occasion, as well as upon other
occasions, when an adverse vote against the

Government is propose I and divided upon.
Why 'a there nothing suggested on this ques-
tion ? I said just now h at it was because there
was a split in the Ministry upon it. There is
no doubt about that. Hon. members know
that only two members of the Ministry really
a&pprove of this question, and they are th e Hon.-
the Premier and the Ron. the Comtmissioner
of Railways. We knew that the Attorney
General, if he dared to express an opinion,
would vote for theabolition. on the dual system.
We know that the Minister of Education has
expressed his views emphatically upon the
subject, and we had the veo of the Ron. the
Cornmissioner of Crown Lands with the Opposi-
tion hast year. The hon. gentleman is now a
member of the Ministry, and it will lhe interest-
ing to members of this House, and to the coun-
try, to notice what the hon. gentleman has to
say with regard to the question. It ;a matter
si to whether or not he will swallow his prin-
ciples, or stick to his seat. Sir, I heard a hiss
just now in the House. I do not know where
it came from, but I think it came f roin the
gallery. I hope it will not occur again.

THE Pusmasma (Won. Sir J. Forrest) : I did
not hear it,

Mir. ILEAKSE: I was remarking that there
was a split in the Ministry, and that that split
results in a majority in favor of the Opposi-
tion. We know that one gentleman, the Col-
onial Secretary, who resigned f rom the Minis-
try since last session, is a pronounced opponent
of the present system.

'Put Pasmnsa (Hon. Sir .1. WorresL) : He
brought in the Bill anyway.

Ma. LEAKE! Iles, he did. I think the
opponents of the present systemn have to thank
him heartily for having forced the hands of
his colleagues, and the wonder is that his com.-
leagues did not see through it. The House
and the Country did. [f the Premier says he
will maintain these schools, to be conistent
he must go on and increase the grant; but he
cannot do that, as the House has told him that
they wilt have none of it. Rie dare not, thecre-
fore, tackle the question. [f he says on the
one hand be will maintain these schools, the
country says on the other hand ho shalt
not, and when it comes to a quesition,
evenly balanced though it may be, for
the electors to decide the matter once,
and for all, let those who attack me and
say U[hove changed my views, give me an
opportunity of going back to my electors to
announce my views upon it, and let the

LASqBMBLY.] Education Question.
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Government Bend a supporter dawn there to
defeat me if he can. I am prepared to meet
my constituents on this question and I desire
to do so. What will be the result, some hon.
membsars wilt ask, of an. adverse vote being
carried against the GovernmentF Really it
surprises me to hear some hon. members talk
about the terrible and dire results whIe i may
follow upon the termination of office of the
present Ministry. If there were a dissolution,
or ifthe Government were to resign, there
seems to be an impression that the busines of
this country must be suspended, that the
whole economy of th e Service will be upset,
and that no business conid go on for months.
If the Government were to resign to-morrow,
the business of this country would go on as
well. It would be necessary, it is true, to vote
supplies. Whoever heard of a Government
being turned out of office except during a
session of Parliament P The boast of the pre-
sent Ministry always has been that they will
resign when the popular voice is against
them. We have heard that so often, that
hon. members will regard it, by this time, as
anm empty platitude. Resign Iindeed.

MR, ILLTNOWoRTR: Never.
Ma. jEAME:- I do not think they are ever

likely to do so, unless a distinct and emphatic
vote of want of confidence is carried
against them. I ask hon. members to discuss
the merits of this question irrespectiv e
of the results, irrespective of the conse-
quences which it may bring upon those
gentlemen who are afraid to fearlessly and
honestly tackle it. What is it to say, when
we are fighting for a principle., thnt it hits
harshly one or two hon. memibers ? Must we
always be told we can go a certain distance
and no fartherP Must we he told that we
mush submit to this particular rule for ever ?
Must we be constantly barkinig and never
biting F Are hbon. members to be frightened
because the Premier says b-" If you pass this
resolution, we will resignF" HOn. members
who are guided by such feel ings a,3 those are
blind to their sense of duty, and when they
consider such an emphatic question
as this one is, they must have regard to their
public utterances and pledges. There are hon.
members who have pledged themselves to vote
against the continuance of the present system
of Education, and how can those hon. members
-and I notice the bon. member for West
Perth (Mr. Wood) is looking at me- bow can
hon. members and that hon,. member, in

particular, say they will not vote with me on
this motion, and at the same time tell their
constituents tey have been consistent? I say
this for the benefit of the bon, member for
West Perth. I know him well enough to feel
assured that hie will not go back upon what he
has said in public, and that he will support
the resolution.

Mn. Masoz;: Rle won't go back to the
public,

Ma. StUPsoN:z You'll go hack to them bef ore
long.

Man, LEA KEZ We have heard it said more
than once both in and out of the House, that
no one can formn a Ministry, outside the
present Ministry, and that, I suppose, is going
to he an arxgument against this resolution.
Let principles go to the wind! Abandon
everything you have said! Forget yourselves
because you ay turn the Government out.
Was there ever such an insult to the constitu-
encies as to say they were returning men who
were not capable of holding office? So far tw
I understand polities, from the little experience
I have had of them.

THE ATYORNEY-GENEAL (ROn, S. Burt):
Hear, hear.

Ms. LEAKE - It seems that every man who
goes hefore a constituency is doing that con-
stituency and himself an injustice, in seeking
election, unless he thinks he is capable of
taking office at some time. rheiman who says
he will not take office, practically tells the
country he is incapable. If he is incapable he
should not be returned to this House. I am
happy to ay that on the Opposition side of
the Rouse there is materi md for more than one
Ministry, and one which would have the con-
fidence of the country, more than I
firmly believe the prceet Government has.
An adverse vote! a vote of want of
confidence! destruction of the Ministry!
the idol of the Rouse shattered !
hon. members appalled, at the downfall!
Let me remind bon. members that if they are
not careful, their idol may shattqr them, and
why?7 because hon. members have got, not
only the voting power in this House to con-
sider. but the voting power of their con-
stituencies. Tho constituencies, I am, happy
to say, are alive. They notice the actions of
their members, they are aware of their short-
comings as well as their good actions, and this
motion, 'bringing as it does an important
political principle prominently before the

public, must be supported or opposed by hon.
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members according to their Oonsciences. I
will, say, that of all the hon. members on
the Ministerial aide of the Rouse, there
are none mnore consistent on this question
than the hon. member for Fremantle, the
hon. member for East Kimberley, and the hon.
member for Yilgara. I admire them for their
consistency. No one expects they will support
this resolution, end I do not desire to say any-
thing wich would hurt the feelings of those
hon. members, and if they regard this reso-
lution, as only asking for the establishment of
an important principle, then they will bold
me blameless of an attempt to create ill -feeling
or disquiet. If this resolution does not pauss,
an instance of the overwhelming danger of
excessive power will be furnished, because
here we find the Government marshalling their
forces and securing votes, not against she
principle we are fighting for, but; in order to
keep tljemselves in office. Thenmajority of the
Opposition members are not actuated by any
feelings which are likely to influence them in
keeping the present Ministry in power, and
they are free then to vote according to their
consciences, and according to the opinions
which they bave expressed on the princip!e:
which the motion involves. That power of the
Ministry toeonaandvotes will riot work on this
occasion, if hon. members are mnindfnl not to
perpetuate and continue a false principle. It
will be perpetuated at any rate for three
years, and is a prirtoiple which thi
Honse has expresmed its disapproval of,
in which action the House is sup.
ported by the country. If, unfortun-
ately for Ministerial members, and Fortun-
ately for the Oppositio. inembers, this motion
should be carried, the Government might
think fit to resign. In that case members on
the Opposition sido of the House might occupy
the Minis terial seats. If such a thing were
to happen, we would at any rate have n speedy
settlement of this question, and if the new
Ministry, having done that and thus done the
country n good service, were turned out, th e
present Ministry could be reinstated. I have
refrained from making any attack upon the
system of EducatiolL I have made up my
mind that the dual system is doomed. I have
decided to vote against its continuance, and I
can see that, unless the Govereusent is forced
by acme such motion as this, they will never
Move. We must bring forward a. motion of
this kind in order to let hon. members know
that we will not recognise personal feelings in

dealing with so important a question; and I do
ask bon. members to be guided by the merits
of the question and not consider the effect it
may have upon the Ministry, for if this resolu-
tion is defeated, it will be because hon. mem-
bers are fearful of its immediate effect upon
their friends, and not because of its importance
to the country

Tax PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
I have listened with attention to the bon.
member's speech, and I must say his language
was not so fiery as9 T expected it would be. It
was a very tame effort, and after so much
notice of the motion had been given, and so
much preparation for this terrible onslaught
en the Government had been made, [ am dis-
appointed, for I expected a more severe speech.
and much more stronger arguments. I noticed
that the hen, member used the word "1prin-
ciple "very eften, and before I sit down I
shall endeavor to show how for he has stuck
to those principles, which he is so eager that
we should all respect. The impression con-
veyed to my mind in listening to the speech,
was that it was an ead iisericerdiamn appeal to
the supporters of the Government and all
these who are not his followers, to oust the
Government, andplacebiin and his few friends
on the Ministerial benches. He was careful
too, to address bon. members Or the Ministerial
si-e of the House by naume, pointing out their
duty to them in rekard to this matter, and Faso
their duty to their constituents. I would like
to say to hon. members of this and the other
side of the House, that I do not regard this
resolution as having very much to do with the
Education Question. My opinion is, I may be
wrong, that the hen. member's desire is simply
to hamper the actions of the Government as
much as he can on this question, and to get, if
possible, more sympathy both inside and out-
side the House in order to place himself in
that pos ition of prominence wh ich he so much
desires-the leadership of the Opposition.

Mu. LEsxx . Hear, hear.
Tun PREMRIER (lion. Sir. 3. Forrest) -.I

would like to ask what right he has to expect
to be leader of the Opposition.

Ma. LEA as: May I reply to that, Mr. Speaker'
Tar SPEAKER: Certainly not
Ma. LEAsxx: I thought the Premier was ask-

ing me a question.
Tan& PREMIER (Hfon. Sir. 3. Forrest) : [ do

not know what the hon. member has done to
warrant his being placed in that position, and
he should bide for a while and not try to hoist
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himself into a position which neither hen.
members or the people of the country are pre-
pared to entrust himn with. I really cannot
agree with the hon. member that there was
never a, time when a vote of want of confidence
was more justified than it is at present. T
am quite certain, and I only wish to make the
statement and say no more about it. that the
question of Assisted Schools, which is a part of
the Education system of the colony, has not
been placed before the country as a definite
question. I do not want to say what would be
the result, if it were ; but the hon. member for
Albany only gives his opinion upon it and
not the opinion of the country. It has not
been tested by the verdict of the country.

MR. ILLINGWOETH: Test it.
THnx PREMIEiR (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):- The

bion, member says "test it." No doubt he is
anxious to get into a Ministerial seat himself.

MEL IrLINnwoanH I am not.

Tut PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):- I
think the bon. member is. In regard to my
own opinion on the question, and I think it is
shared by some of my colleagues. I may say,
as I have said in and out of the House. that I
have never been aL great supporter of the
present Education System. I have. said over
and over again that I preferred al children
should attend the one school. I could not
have my way, and I was not going to force
people if I could avoid it. Now, Sir, the hon.
member for Albany spoke of the. pledges given
by the Gove- nment on the question. Beois
very fond of trying to tie the Government
down to a pledge; but the Government
pledges are never broken as he breaks his.
He is more pledged to his constituents on this
matter than I am to mine. The boa. member
is a renegade. lie has broken his pledges
and-

Mn. LEAxs : Sir, I rise to order. Are those
words ParliamentaryP

THE SPEAKER: -They are not proper words
to use.

THE PREMIER (Hen. Sir 3. Frret I
withdraw them, Sir. 11 is well-known to the
country and to this House, that the Govern-
ment did not introduce the present Education
Act. It has been the law of the land for the
lest quarter of a century. and has been in exist-
ence a longer period than any member in the
House has been in Parliament, with the excep-
tion of the Hon. the Speaker and the bon.
member for Fremantle. It certainly has age

on its side, and its grey hairs should be
respected,

MRt. Inttm'awoavu: This kind of age is
rottenness.

Tuna PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest): H on,
members now desire to sweep this law' away,
but I do not think they care two straws about
the matter. The hon. member for Albany
only wishes to hamper the Government and to
place himself in one of the Ministerial seats.

MRl. LEAss:- Hear, hear.

Ta PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : The
hon. member did not toll the Reuse that the
present law had been in existee for 25 years,
nor did he mention the interests which were
created by it. He also omitted to say any-
thing about the money it would cost to alter
the present law, or whether he would sweep it
away at once without any consideration. I
may say that no onedislilres religious, or quasi
religious controversies mere than I do, end I
do not like to have religion mixed up with
public questions, or imported Into political dis-
cussions; but so long as people are eager to get
into Parliament, so long will they continue to
take advantage of any differences that may
arise, whether of a religious or social char-
acter, in order to assist them in attaining the
object they have in view. I am not throwing
out any charge againet anyone, It is the same
all the world over that men should take dif.
ferent sides on the questions of the day.
In politics particularly it is the case, and
if 1, at election time, declared any
views on the Education Question or any
other question, may opponent no doubt would
oppose my ideas. It is the same in PariL-
ment. I know some hon. members who will
vote for the lion. member for Albany's reso-
lution, who, at one time in their lives, would
have pledged themselves to the opposite. The
hon. member who moved the motion knows,
very well he got into Parliament on what is
called the Reman Catholic vote. He only got
in by one vote, and I heard that a man, a
Rtoman Catholic, was taken out of his bed,
wrapped up in blankets, and carried to the poll
to vote for the hon. member.

MaR. Lmx R: True.

Tax PREIIIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):-
And that is the man to whom the hon. mema-
her is going to redeem his pledge to-night,
My own opinion is, that if it is desired by the
people or this country that there slisuld be aL
change in the existing lawv, there is puot the
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slightest reason why the people of the colony
should not have their way; but I feel quite
sure that if a change is desired in the law
that has been in existence for 25 years, and
under which interests have grown up, those
who wish to alter the law will do it only after
grave con~ideration. An I said in my reply to
the question put by the hon. member for
Nannine, the Government axe bound to
recognise that those interested in the Assisted
Schools have vested interests which have been
built up under the law of the land daring the
past 25 years; and therefore, should it be
considered necessary to make any alteration
in the law which would affect those interests,
the subject would require to be approached
only after the fullest and most careful con.
siderartion, with a view of de'aling honorably
and equitably with the interests which have
been created. That is the opinion of the
Government. I hope this question, when
taken in hand, may be settled on an equitable
and honorable basis that may be satisfactory
to all parties; and no one will rejoice more
than I shall if it can be so settled. Myeavice
to the House is to leave the matter to the
Government, and we will see if some arrange-
ment can be made satisfactorily to all parties
concerned, on an equitable and honorable
basis.

Mn. SimpsoN: It is all over. You climb
down.

TuEr PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest); I do
not think the hon. member for Geraldton
wants me to climb down. His occupation will
be gone when this question is moved out of
the way. This trouble has placed the hon.
member in his seat here on two occasions, and
if it continuos. it may place him in again. 'The
Education Question has placed him in this
House, and I am sure he does not want me to
climb down by removing this cause of trouble
in the country. He wants it to continue a
troublesome question, because he sees a chance,
not only of getting returned again to this
House, but also perhaps of obtaining some
other position. I have said on other occa-
sions. and f say again here to-night, that I do
not believe thene is any wisdom or true
statesmanship in trying to force people,
simply because you have the power to do so.
I believe true statesmanship consists in giving
due consideration to aNl classes of the com-
munity-certainly to any large or important
section-and that any large section is entitled
not only to have its rights and privileges

respected, but even its prejndices should be
considered. We know, efter all, that those
who principally take advantage of these
Assisted Schools are the Roman Catholics; an d
it isa all very well for some hon. members to
think that because they represent three-fourths
of the community, and the Catholics are only
one-fourth, therefore these hon. members can
afford to be high-handed and independent;
but if these proportions of the comm unity
were half and half, how would it be then P 1
do not suppose we would then be ableto settle
the matter at all. I hope that under
present circumstances wise counsels will
prevail, and that there will be sufficient good
sense and good feeling amongst all of us to
agree upon some plan by which we may do
away with strife, and be able to arrange a
settlement of the Education Question nin a fair

and equitable basis that will be satisf actory to
all parties concerned. In dealing with this
matter, I would like to refer to a point which
is quite in accord with the arguments I have
adduced. Take, for instance, the Eclesiastical
grant. We know the churches have no legal
right whatever, based on the law of the land,
to a continuance of that grant -,that they have
merely had an annual vote of the Legislature,
passed year by year; and in any year this
House might wipe out thes annual grant to the
churches, ad there would be an end of it.
The grant not bping made und er any law, tbe
churches would have no cause to say the gran t
had been illegally dealt with. The churches
have enjoyed the grant a good many years--
long before I came into this House-yet in the
present session we have agreed to bring the
Ecclesiastical grant to) a close, and how are
we going to do it The general feeling of this
Rouse is that we are going to do it by a, gene-
rous recognition of the interest which the
churches have acquired during- the con-
tinuance of the annual vote-not an in-
terest created under any law, not founded
on Statute, but merely by a vote passed
year by year by the Legislature. If
under these circumstances, we are going to
act generously, and fairly, and liberally to the
churches in this country, by recognising that
an interest in the annual grant has grown up
during its long continuance, then,Iaak, are we
going to act less fairly, less liberally, less
generously in the case of an institution founded
upon Statute, which has been in existence as a
law during the last 25 ypars, and under which
large obligations have been incurred? Are we
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going to deal less liberally, lo2ss fairly, or less
generously in the case of en institution founded
upon Statute law, than we are going to do in
the case of an interest which is not founded
upon statute, but whose emolumnent has been
received merely throughi an annual grant of
the Legislature P [M.R. LnAxz. Certainly
not.] I ar glad to hear that I will make a
note of it. I have now dealt with the question
as far as I intend to deal with it on this occa-
sion, in regard to the position of Assisted
Schools under the law, and I am now going to
turnr my attention to the hon. member for
Al1bany-the man who believes in high prin-
ciples-the man who wishes us to keep our
pledges. (MR. LsAXn: Now, don't be too
hard.] No; I will tell you the absolute facts.
The hon. member has been in this House about
a year-that is about the ertent of his ex-
perience in this House-and I think his career
has been a mostextraordinacry one. Most people
like to be considered consistent, I have of ten said
-and I am sure everyone will agree with mue-
that those who are inconsistent, and those who
are dishonest, and those who do not tell the
truth, would rather do the right thing than
the wrong one, as a matter of choice. I ama
sure the untruthful man would rather speak
the truth, because his untruthful statements
get him into so much trouble, and he has to
twist and turn in all directions when trying to
evade detection. Therefore I give the hon.
member for Albany credit for having the
ordinary feelings of human natureby assuming-
that he would rather be consistent than in-
consistent. I think it wits Lord Byron who
said-

"We love the virtues which we cannot claim;
and I ame sure the bon. member loves those
virtues if he cannotelaimn them. [Mn. LEAti:
Try Dr. Watts.] The first speech the hon.
member made in this Hlouse was delivered on
the 30th July, 1894-just about a year ago-
and what sort of speech was it P First of all
he opposed the Coolgardie railway ,then he
opposed leans generally, contending that we
should not go borrowing money at all, and he
described the Coolgardie railway as a line to
Bay3ley's Find and to the Hampdsn Plains
Syndicate land. He also said he was in favor
of privately-owned railways, and opposed to
BSte ownership; indeed I rather thought he
must have been retained on behalf of some
railway syndicates, and when he was pressed
on the point heo gave us to understand that it
wras Mr. Lush's company he was interested in

speaking upon. The hon. member then
referred to the Bridgetown railway, and it is
curious that when addressing his constituents
at Albany he had stated that he would vote
for that railway, though after he got elected
to this House he wriggled out of that election
promise and broke his pledge-the usual thing
with the hon. member, Hle also spoke in
opposition to the Fremantle harbor works.
In tact, it seemed to me he was opposed to
everything which the Government proposed.
That was his first start. Then in regard to
his attitude on the Education Questiona, I
would like to read, for the information of this
House, what the hon. member said at Albany
when speaking as a candidate seeking the
votes of electors. This extract may not be so
strong as something I shall read further on,
but it shows pretty clearly what he thought
when asking for the votes of electors. He said:-
" You mnust remiember that only last sesmon of
" Parliament they passed an Act which seemed
" to meet with approval. Now, I say, before
" you attem pt to do anything more with the
L'Education Quest-ion, give that system which
"you have now introduced a fair trial. Ij or
"one, am in favor of leaving the system as it
1exists alone." Is the bon. member leaving

it alone to-night P
Mn. Lsaa: No; because you won't leave

it alone.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): -. O

the 13th November, 1894, this is what the
hon. mnember said in this House, after I had
twitted him on his inconsistency:-" When I
"1declared myself uopon the hustings I said I was
"in favor of leaving the Education Question
"alone. I say so now. 'lhat is my opinion
still. Am I1 then, inconsistent, when I rise
"in my place this evening and tell members
"that I intend to support thin amendment.

"because I consider the Bill before us pro-
"poses a masteriel alteration in the present
"1law P Ic is because it makes an alteration in

" the present law that I shall vote atgainst it."
H'fe wont on to say in the same speech : -I
"1have listened with interest to the remarks
"made this evening, and nothing that I have
"1so far heard has compelled me to alter the
"opinions which I expressed on the hustings,
"in favor of leaving the present system
"alone." Is the hon. member leaving it

alone to-night P He went on fuarther to sayt.
"I always understood that all the Assisted
"Schools asked for *as to be left aloue in the
"enjoyment of what they are now receiving
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"I never, until I came into this 1Mouse as a
"meuther, understood that the Assisted
"Schools were erying out for an increased grant.

Leave the Assistnd Schools alone."
He wont on again to say: " I desire to be
"true on this occasion to my electioneering
"utterances." Is tile boa. member true to

hi electioneering utterances to-night? Rle
also saidt "1The Premier may laugh. liut he
"cannot show that Iamu not true to them.

t declare again that what I said in
"Albany was that I am against any

"alteration of the present educational
"1system. ,.....My desire is to see
"the system continue, and for that reason I
" intend to support this amendment, which
" leaves the Assisted Schools exactly in- the
" same position as they are in now." Is the
hon. member wishing to have this system
continued to-night? The hon. member is
silent on that. He further went on to say:
"JIf every member is as true to his pledges as
" I am-if members opposite were as true to
" their pledges as f am-they would rather
"leave this question alone and not seek to
"meddle with it. That is what [ desire to do,
"and that is why I am going to vote for the
"amendment." If the lion, member is not

ashamed of having spoken in that way, twelve
months ago, and of speaking as he has done
to- night, then it is no use my using words in
regard to him; but it may be of use that I
should show to members here and to the
people of the country that the bon. mem-
ber for Albany has broken his pledges
given to his constituents, and his pledges
given to thin Rouse; and then, if they
wish to allow the hon. member to get
into these seats, which he is -using every
endeavor to do, they will know what to ex-
pect from him. I do not intend to say much
more. I regret I am not in as good trim to-
night for speaking as I should desire to be,
although it is an easy matter to meet an attack
like this from the bon. member, because he
Jays himself open to retort in a very easy way.
I do not know what the hon. member thinks
of his motion on this matter, hut I should be
ashamed if I acted in that inconsistent waly. I
have been a good many years in political life,
as you all know, but I have never gone back
and twisted right round from what I had
said at a previous time. You may look
through the Hansard reports, but will act
find that I deliberately turned round within
twelve months on what I had previously said

on any question. [ think the heon. member's
duty, if he lils so changed his opinion, is to go
back to his constituents for elee tion, because
he has broken the pledges he gave to them,
and yet to-night he asks us here to trust him.
Is any one going to trust the hon. memnbet
who breaks his word in the short space of
twelve months PIs be a man to be entrusted
with the Government of this country? P say

Ihe is no<t ,a ft peron [a. LEAKS:

I am thoroughly done.) Ere comes
here and asks this House to follow
hi!m in the very opposite direction to what he
advocated inst year. I can very well under-
stand that a man may change his opinion on a
question-that is right enough-but there is a
difference in changing an opinion. If the hon.
member had been the follower of some one
who was leading in the matter, and who had
changed his opinion, the bon. member might
then excuse himself in some degree f or follow-

i ug such a change; but the hon. member is not
content to follow the wisdemof thehion. member
(Mr. Eandell) and those who sit near him-he
wants to lead, and is not content to follow. He

Irushes into the fray, and by breaking all his
pledges given, not only on the hustings, but
also to members of this Hfouse and to the
country, he is now trying to lasd on this ques-

tion. I have said all I have to say. I hope
lion. members will not regard this umatter in
the light of a religious question. The Govern-
went are willing to deal with the Education
Question, and if they can fiad any means to
allay this agitation that is going on, this
setting of class again st class, and putting friends5
one against another-if the Government can
do anything to allay this dissension which
has arisen only during the last year or

two, and which has been stirred Up by some1
one in the country who is trying to put dis-
sension between different sections of the
community-if the Government ca do
anything to sweep that dissension away, and
at the same time do justie and right to those
who have built up their interests under the
law of the land, then no one will be more
anxious than I1, and those associated with me,
to try and bring that great good to pass.

Mu. lLLINGWORTH:. The logic of the
Premier amounts to this, that the hon.
member for Albany is inconsistent, therefore
it is desirable to let the present system of
Education remain as it is. TIhe connection
between the presuisses and the conclusion is
not very clear. I desire to speak to this
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question altogether apart from the sugges-
tions which have been thrown out by the
Premnier, or even ly the mover of the motion.
Principles are principles, and they are for
ordinary" well ast for extraordinary occasions.
I have been fighting this question for 30
years, and I have not coine to Western
Australia to go back upon principles I have
always contended forelsewbere. I'al notrising
in my place to-night to speak to this motion
for the purpose of ousting the Ministry. The
question of the Ministry is with we a very
secondary question to this question, and if the
Rion, the Premier thinks, as he has anno od
and has absolutely stated to-nighit, that the
object which I should have in supporting the
motion now before the Houwe is because I
desire a scat Upon the Treasury benches, lio
never made a greater mistake in his life. I
have net a particle of ambition to sit on the
Treasury benches; and though the Premier
smiles because be does not believe it, that is so
miteh the worse for himself, becnause it is true
all the saute. But apart from this question of
the Ministry. I desire simply to discuss this
motion on its merits. If avote of mineputsai
Ministry out, that is quite subsidiary to the
question upon which I may speak or vote. I
am not looking at the question from that
standpoint. I am utterly Unconcerned as to
the consequence of the vote I give upon any
question when it is a question of principle.
Looking at the question as it stanids, as already
referred to by the hou. member for Albany,
we discussed the Edncation Question last
session, and a critical vote was given in which
the Ministry cme very near a defeat. A
second motion cme before the House, in
which the Ministry were defeated ; and since
that time there have been two elections in the
country which, despite anything that any one
can say, were distinctly fought on the Educa-
tion Question. The result of those elections,
if they are to be Understood at all, was the
direct voice of the people, as far as these two
electorates are concerned, adverse to the con-
tinuance of the dual system. It is, as I con-
tend, an ineffective system., We have come
vow to a stage of thiacolony's history in which
we shall have to take our place and stand in
line with the sister colonies upon this and
many other quiostioos ; and, as far as the other
portions of Australia are concerned, the line
which has been accepted by the people of those
colonies is that the education of the children
shall be undertaken by the State, and that

I the education which is given shall be free,
secular, and compulsory. Hon. Members who
sit on the Treasury benches seem to be sur-
prisedl that, at t 'his stage, there comes a desire
to change a law which has existed for 25
years. Is it strange that in the population
that has risen from 38,000 to 00,000, and is
still rising, the great bulk of those persons
have come from other colonies-colonies where
this question had been a burning one, and
where it has been fought out on its merits-

is it surprising that there is more than one
half of the people who have lately conic to
this country who are accustomed to and
pledged to a different system of education,
and that there should he a desire for a change ?
Does not the Premier know that if the vote of
the people of this country wee taken to-day.
openly and fairly, more than two-thirds would
vote for tree, seculaur, and compulsory educa.
tion P If he does not know that, it is time he
did.

TuE PREMIER! You don't know it any
more than I do.

Mu. ILLINOWORT1 4: The whole question
is a matter of opinion, and my opinion is
worth perhaps nearly ats much as that of the
Hon. the Prcniier-not worth quite as much,
because there is not as much of it. The sys-
tem, however, is ineffective. I funct con-
cerned at all about the question of the
Ministry ; and, as far ws I am concerned, the
present Ministry can stop in their places till
the crack of doom, if they will govern the
country rightly. I have no desire to displace
the Ministry unless they are doing wrong. If
there is one important question in connection
with Government, in these enlightened days,
it is that the children of the Static. every child
in it. rich and poor, shall receive a good,
sound, practical education. I contend thttthe
system which exists in Western Australia
to-day is absolutely ineffective. It does not
give to the children a good, sound, practical
education. And if this system, after having.
been tried for 25 years, am the Premier tolls
us, cain still be charged with inefficiency.
surely there is nothing remarkablet in desiring
a change. The Premier will remember that
on the Adldress-in-Reply, I urged that this
qustion should be dealt with. I said then,
and say again now, that never in thc history
of this country will there be a Ministry so
capablc, so far as; their strength and position
Read opportunities sue concerned-never a

IMinistry stronger and better able to deal with



406 Education Question. [ASSEMBLY.] Education Questlion.

a difficult question like this, than the present
Ministry; and if this is to be a difficult ques-
tion, the present Ministry are strong enough,
and they ought to have courage enough, to
face this question. As to my own action, after
having dealt with the question from that stand-
point, and allowing to the Ministry a consider-
able time for dealing with it, I come and
ask the Ministry again, "Do you intend
to deal with the question ?" And to that Iget
an emphatic "no." CTnn PaREir: I said
"Not at pregent.") Well, that is an emphatic
",no," for you did not give any indication ais
as to how or when you would dead with it.
Then, to justify myself in the position which
I occupy to-night, I want just to explain why,
at this particular time, I press the question on
the Homse. The question, am it presents itself
to me is this: There have grown up in this
country vested interests in the dual system.
Those vested interests must be respected. ITam
the last man in this country to deal with a
vested right and do ane injustice. I take it
that before the Ministry bring in their Bludget,
and before they declare what they intend to do
with the surplus revenue which they possess,
it is right to urge on the Government the
desirability of dealing with this vastly im-
portant question of Education, in order that
they may appropriate as inuch of that surplus
s may be necessary for doing justice to the
vested interests which have grown up under the
dual system. [ say this to thecooautry,-I say
this to the vacant chair of the Premier-
I say this to the Ministry to-night:
that the primary object I have in bringing
this question forcibly before the H-ouse at the
present stage is that justice should be done to
the vested interests, before that money of the
surplus is allotted to other purposes. If it
had not been for that, I would much have
preferred to leave this question to be dis-
cussed later in the session; but, satisfied as I
amn that the dual system cannot be mended
and must be ended-satisfied as I am that the
voice of the country is absolutely against
ia-satisfied as I am that the system
will go by the board the first time the
country is appealed to on the question. I say
no bettor chance than . the present, while
there is a large surplus of revenue to deal
with, can be expected to arise for making the
necessary change-while things are calm,
while the Ministry are strong, and while they
have sumfcienit money availab!e for doing
justice to all interests. I would like that this

question should be discnsstd to-night abso-
lotely on its merits-that the question as to
the Ministry should be left out - and.
above aUl things, that the question of
religions differences should be left out. My
desire is to leave out the side issues; for, ais
far as the Ministry are concerned, that is a red
herring drawn over the trail, simply to divert
attention. Like the Premier's attack on the
hon. member for Albany, there is a good deal
of talk in it, but very little logic Fearing on
the real question. One would think, from, the
,argument of the Premier, that it is better to
be wrongr in order to be consistent, than to
change one's opinion in order to be right. I
hope I shall never be right on that system.
The alan who changes hid mind, even though
he does it twice a week if necessary, is the man
I believe in, rather than the man who sticks to
his opinion for the sake of consistency. Let
us be on the other side of right; let us vindi-
cate the questions which are right. Of course
if the Premier is prepared to say the hon.
mnember for Albany is not sincere in changing
an opinion, that will be another matter; but
in the ease of the man who changes his opinion
and has the courage to say so, and who stands
on the side of right, surely it is better that
he should be inconsistently right than that he
should be consistently wrong. Then there is
the objection that this is an inopportune time
for this motion, because it raises a question of
want of confidence in the Ministry. I should
like to know a time-I have never f ound it yet
here or elsewhere-when it is opportune, in
the opinion of the Ministry of the day, to pro-
pose a motion of want of confidence in them.
Will the Attorney-General, for instance, be
good enough, for once, to give us a date when
it would be perfectly convenient to the pre-
sent Miuistry to have a motion of want of con-
fidence brought in against them ? Perhaps.
in addition to choosing the time, they would
like to select the member who should move the
motion-in which case the motion might come
on a couple of thousand years hence. When-
ever I look at this Ministry, whenever I hear
this funny talk, I ams reminded of those oft-
quoted lines of Tennyson:-

Men maycomre, and men may go-
But the Forrest Ministry go on for ever.

I have no objection to their going on so long
as they go right. I do think it is unfair-at
any rate, I feel it "as n injustice-that
because I am compelled to speak here in
defence of a principle I have contended for
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during thirty years, T am to be charged with
hampering the Government. I Appeal to hon.
members whether any speech I have delivered,
or any vote I have given, has been chargeable
with any such motive as that. I think even
the Premier will admit I have given support
to this Government when I thought they were
right. I have supported them over and over
again, and have seen personal thanks recorded
in Hansard for may doing so. To say, tberefore,
that I am supporting this motion for the pur-
pose of hampering the Government or to
jump the Ministerial soats, is a palpable in-
justice, and as such I take it. The Premier
says this is a question that deserves grave
consideration. I admit it deserves grave con-
sideration, but wilt there be a House in the
future--is it likely that under any franchise
in the future-there will be & House more cal-
culated to carefully consider and justly deal
with this question? Plam certain that, if the
Ministry think over it, they must know thene
never was a time when Absolute justice could
be done to this question more completely than
by the present House.

THE Pasms& - You doa'tgive us time. You
are in such a hurry.

MR. ILLING WORTHI If we ba net
brought. this motion forward, you would have
gou on for ever. If ever there was a Govern-
meat desirous of leaving things alone, on this
question, it is the present Government. r do
not think it is at All desirable to enter into
certain phases of this question, for the reasons
I have suggested. The Ministerial question I
care nothing about. The religion. question is
onelI hope we shall not go into, for there is
nothing I hate more than a contention of that
kind. Of course we cannot avoid, at times,
the necessity of'discussing questions from that
standpoint, but in Parliament I hope we shall
think as little of it as possible; and speaking
thus early in this debate, I entirely omit all
reference to that question. I have simply to
deal with the question of the efficiency of a
system of education which will meet the wishes
of tbe people, a system of education which
mere than two-thirds of the people in this
country Dow need, and have been Accustomed
to before they came here, and which I con-
scientiously believe two-thirds of the people de-
sire. I should be untrue to the principles I hold
if I were not to support this motion as
it stands; and, consequently, I rise early to
speak on the question, and to say as little as 1
can say, consisteatly with the convictions

which I hold. Leaving out altogether ques-
tions which might raise painful debate, I say
the system is inefficient. I say that now,
while we have a financial surplus, is the time
to make an alteration -,and, before that sur-
plus is allotted, let us deal, and denlijustly and
equitably, with those vested interests that have
grown up. My one object in bringing this
matter before the House, by a question put to
the Government early in the session, was in
order that it might be discussed and dealt
with, and that the Premier might be free to
deal with a portion of thet surplus, and arrange
a righteous aind just settlement of this ques-
tion, taking proper consideration of the vested
interests that have grown up. If there had
been no surplus to deal with, I would rather
have left the Education Question to a later
period of the session. That is my sole object
for pressing the matter As I do upon the pre-
sent occasion.

Mr. RAN DEILL: I would like to say a few
words upon this very important subject, which
is of very great i mportance to myself, and in
which I have taken a somewhat prominent
part in regard to the abolition of the dual
system. I am quite in accord with the opin-
ion that the time has arrived when this ques-
tion should beconsidered and dealt with. I
feel assured the opinion of the country is
maturing every day, and growing stronger on
the question ; and I believe those hon. mema-

hers whc have quoted the recent elections are
right in s aying those elections were fought out
on this question. Indeed, sometimes when I
think over the matter, I am surprised at the
rapid advance this quest-ion has made in the
politics of the country; and I am sure there
will be continued agitation and strife in the
colony if this question is not dealt with at the
present opportunity. It is well known, how-
ever, that I believe the motion tabled by
tha hon. member for Albany is not the
way to approach this question. I feel as
strongly as he does that the question
ought to be dealt with, and I1 feel as
strongly as the hon. member for Nanaine has
expressed himself to-night that thie present
Ministry Are in the best position to deal with it,
while I feel equally as strongly that they have
a right to choose their own time, within cer-
tain limitations. I reenguise and I honor the
position which the Premier himself has taken
upon this question. it is well known that at the
last general elections this was not a burning
question in the constituencies to any great
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extent. I quite admit that the elections in
Perth have altered the features of the question
altogether, and I believe they were the start-
ing point of the progress that has since been
made on this question. No doubt the three
seats in Perth were won on this question, and
that they have had a largo influence on the
opinions and feelings of the country. So you
will find that election after election in the
country will be won in this way, and that
these expressions of opinion will be adverse
to the dual system. Indeed, we find that
in a vacancy occurring in a constituency of
the Upper House, even a Roman Catholic
candidate is not prepared to advocate a con-
tinuance of the dual system-that he is not in
favor of it, though at the sme time he is not
qui te in favor of adopting the system which
some of us desire, and he han mentioned a
system in America which I believe approaches
somewhat nearly to our present systesm of
education. It is because I believe the victory
really has been won, and because I believe the
Forrest Ministry are at present reallising that
the country is desiring this change; it is be-
cause, too, I read between the lines of the
answer which the Premier has given to the
question of the hon. umember for Nannine, that
they are prepared to deal with the question by
and by, that I think the present motion is not
opportune. I can quite agree with the
Opinion expressed by the Premier that the
question should be approached with the great.
est care and consideration. I give due weight
to the statement which the Premier has made
to-night, that this is a, system which has grown
up under Statute law, and that it should be
approached deliberately; therefore I have no
sympathy with the desire to force the Ministry
to take up this question at the time which
is not opportune to themselves. Still,
I want to express m~y most decided
opinion that it will be their duty to take up
this question, and that they can do it with loe
disturbance to the political relations of the
colony than if it were loft to the next general
elections,should the Ministry remain in power
till then, asdoubtlessthey will. If left till the
next elections this will become a question that
must disturb the constituencies throughout
the country, and then *it must promote strife
and dissension amongst neighbours generally.
I1 think the present system is altogether out
Of Place. I think it is just a question of
arrangement. [ hope those who have desired
to retain assistance for their schools are

realising that public opinion is against them,
and is growing stronger and stronger, sad I
hope they will acquiesce in that opinion, and be
willing to come to terms with the Govern-
ment and Parliament as to the conditions
upon which the aid now given to them shall
cease. They are, no doubt, and every hon.
member will realise that they are, interested,
and ought to be considered, and that they
should be dealt with fairly and equitably. It
is because I think the question deserves the
fullest consideration that I have not been able
to give my adhesion to the motion which has
been placed before the House to-night. I did
not think it was a subject which demanded a
resolution of this kind-a vote of no-confidence
in the Forrest Ministry-for the reasons I have
already stated, because I believe there is in the
mind of the Government at present, adesire to
take ip this question and deal with it at the
earliest opportunity. That is how I road the
answer given by the Premier, and I hope I
read it aright.

Ma. Srxrsou: There is not another am in
this countr-y rads it that way.

Ka. ItANDELL: I happen to know there
are many others who do hold that opinion.
Another reason I had for not joining my
friend here, who wishes to force the question
to the front with somewhat injudicious haste,
wns because I relt that an adverse vote in this
House might jeopardise the question to some.
extent and might postpone its settlement to
the end of the present Parliament, and that
is a result I should be sorry for. My
opinion is that the matter should be
be dealt with, at any rate, in the next
session of this Parliament. I should like to
have a distinct promise to-night on the sub-
ject. but I have an impression on my mind
that it is the intention of the Government to
deal with the question this session. If it is
not dealt with by the Goveranoent iu this, or
the next session, the delay will be productive
of great ill feeling and a deal of mischief in
the country. I believe many bon. memnbers
on the other side of the House are with me
on this point. That is the way I would deal
with the question. I believe an hon. member
will move an amendment, later on, something
to the wne effect. I only rosenow to express
emphatic desire to have this question settled,
and I know no one will dispute my honesty of
purpose, and I have it very near may heart. It
gives impain, to some extent, to have to vote
against the motion of the bon. member for
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Albany and others, who I believe ore strictly
honest in their desire on this question, andl
wish to force it. I desire more to vindicate the
position I occupy with regard to this motion,
which I look upon not so, much as directed to
the Education Question, as it is to a vote of no
confidence in the Ministry of the day.

Ma. SIMPSON :I am, very glad indeed, Mr.
Speaker, that we shall be able to send through-
out the country the good nes" of the debate of
this evening, cand I know that it will bie with
a feeling of satisfaction that the people of this
colony will receive the news that the great
question of Education has been settled by the
proceedings in this Assembly this evening.
We have been told, Sir, that the Premier has
really promised to takec the matter up. So far
as I ant concerned, there is no doubt in my
mind that the Forrest Government will take
up anything so long s they can stick where
they are. I was particurlarly struck by the fact
that in his speech the Premier did not say very
much about the Education Question. He
seemed to devote the whole of his important
time, and to sacrifice all the dignity of the
great position he holds, to a full five and
twenty minutes of a Lid and liberal abuse
directed against the him. member for Albiany.
T he wo.ist of it was this abuse was act clever
-there was no wit Wn it. Hie lost his temper
and scolded. There was a good deall of what I
might call " the old lady" about it, and from
any point of view it canot be said theica was
very mutch in what the lion, the Premier had
to say. The Premier suggested the other night
that there was little in at tuaorgaments, but he
has, I am sorry to say, used plenty to-night. I
donotaltogetheragree withhim in hismetho4a,
Somehow or other I have managed to drop
across an official pamphlet, entitled, "The
speech by theffon. Sir John Forrest, K.C.M.G.,
Premier and Colonial Treasurer, to his con-
stituents at Bunibury, on May 23rd, 1894."
'This deliverance to his constituents was just
on the eve of the general election, and in it he
presented the policy of the Government, which
everyone was, waiting for with breathless;
interest He had there reporters from ail
over the colony to take clown the precious
wvords as they fell from his lips-and give him
the opportunity of correcting them afterwards.
In this speech the Ron. the Premier referred
to the Education question, and he said, " There
is another subject I would like to touch on
very shortly. Perhaps it is necessary [ should
say something on behalf of the Government

with regard to our system of education. "TaI
1871 -. " You see how he went back to
the old Education Act of England. although
he was careful not to say that the English Act
had been amended twenty times since then.

Ma. HA~moN: Not in the way you want it.
There was no alteration there.

Ma. SIMPSON: Let me tell the hon. mem-
ber that he will find it a very wise policy to
never prophesy unless you know all about .t.
However I find the Premier said: "In 1871
the present Educatioa Act was passed, and
from shat time to this it seems to have worked
fairly well." A little further on he said to his
constituents: " My advice to you, and my ad-
vice to the people of this district and the
colony, is to leave the principles of the Educa-
tion Act, as regards the Assisted Schbools,
alone." In his speech to-sight the Hon. the
Premaier alluded to the action taken by the
hon. member for Albany ats being inconsistent.
Now, to my mind, the actioa of the him.
member for Albany has been singularly con-
sistent. Indeed I venture to say it has been
remarkably so. On the other hand, the incon-
sistency of the Premier himself on this cques-
tion has evidently been equally rmairkable.
In fact, Sir, I think that J anm right in saying
that he has presented as with the mkoat
marvellous example of "Jump 3 im Crow"
that we have ever had in this country. He
has not only turned out, and turned in, and
turned aibout, but I really believe he has suc-
ceeded in turning himself inside out. Now,
Sir, what I want to more parfeularly
draw attention to here, is the fact that we
have really had no definite promise on this sub-
ject from the Hon. the Premier. It has been
hinted thnttbere will be proposed a friendly
amendment to this motionof thn, hin. member
for Albany, Well, let me say that ther eera
been a good deal of coquetting going on with
regard to the Education Question. Various
gentlemen, on the Government side of the
House round themselves face to face with
awkward pledges to their constituents. They
know full well that the demand of the people
of this colony is that the trite, the free, the
great National system of Education must be
placed on the Statute Book of the colony, and
on the other hand they wnt to know how they
can have this and keep the Forrest Ministry in
as well. Some of them seemed to think the
Education Question could go and the Ministry
rewain. Those hon. members know, and I
should like to impress; the fact upon them, that
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one the people of this country get hold of the
fact that some members were likely to sacri-
Sece the great principles of the National Edu-
cation system, simply in order to keep the Min-
istry in, a good number of them will have the
opportunity of spending the rest of theirpoliti.
cal career in a period of oblivion. It isunder-
stood there is going to be an amendmet-a
diplomatic amendment-drawn up by the
diplomatic members of the Roume, for diplo-
matic reasons, and with the object of allowing
the Government to climb down and meet the
wishes of, as well as save, their supporters.

TuE Pumaxa: I have not seen the amend-
ment.

Ma.SIMPSON: I have heard of anmanwbo
said he had not seen a certain motion, and he
did not see it for the simple reason that he
turned his back to the man who was reading
it.

THE, PanRis: It has, never been read to
'no.

MR. SIMPSON: As I said before this
amendment is to be diplomatical ly drawn up
so that the Premier can make a step down, and
allow the matter to come on in spite of what he
said before. The reason why the Premier has
made, or proposes to make, any promise is
simply to be found in the fact that he has had
to give way to the pressure from those on hig
own side. The lHon, the PremierI hass been the
recipient of a lot of sound advice on this
question. Hle has always been in the habit of
treating any advice I have given him with a.
considerable amount of acerbity, but he has
to admit to himself that the advice given him
on this very question before the Rouse is about
the soundest advice he ever got in his life,
and Itam pleased that he has found it somewhat
advisable to give a little attention to the voice
of the people. The bon. member for Nannine
was quite right when he said that the growth
of public opinion on this question has been
marvellous, and I am more than glad that to-
night we are able to send it forth throughout
the country, that beyond the question or
shadow of doubt, the vexed question of
Education has really be~n settled. The dual
system has too go. There can be no mistake,
Mr. Speaker, in the handwriting on the wall.
It is there plainly and unmistakeably, and it
tells the people that the settlement of this
question is to beeon the basis of equity, of jus-
tice, and of respect to the legal or moral
rights of all parties who will be concerned.
The manner in which justice can bust be

secured will be a matter for the most careful
consideration and discussion, but whatever is
done must be done in a spirit of equity. fiber-
slity, and justice to all. I have had a good
deal to do with this question. I have taken a
large interest in it wherever itwas possible. I
felt, Sirthat in this matter of a&national
system of Education, I had a sacred duty to
perform. I have endeavored to perform that
duty without flinching. One gentleman has
said to-night that I ran an election on this
question, and gained my scat. Reshould have
said that I ran the question and that it nearly
lost we my seat, for the simple reason that I
was then one of those who was fighting for
what was regarded as the losing cause.

Tat: PESMymt: You said you would sup-
port the Government, and that is why you got
in.

MR. SIMPSON: I never said any such
thing, and, what is more, there was a good rea-
son why I would not. That good reason was
in the fact that I knew the Governiusat were
doing all they possibly could to have me de-
feated, although they may be surprised to find
that!I knew it.

MR. LEAKE: Why, you are almost as bad as
I-

Mu. SIMPSON:; I have said I have had a
good deal to do with this question. Well, Sir,
I think there is one thing the House an do
when the subject is before it, as it is promised
it will be, and that is to give a most generous
recognition of the great work done by the
educational institutions that have been estab-
lished and carried on here in the past.
In this reenect we cannot be too liberal.
Foj my own part I view the great work done
in this direction with feelings of the deepest
respect and admiration. I do not believe it
can be said of me thatlI have said one unkind
word, one single unkind syllable. as to the
existing Educational establishment, and I
really know of no disability or obstacle which
ought to b placed in the Act that may pos-
sibly prevent a happy union anda perfect con-
cord in the matter of the education of the
whole of the children of this land. An idea
has; been brought forward-and I can only
regard it as am idea that has been imported
here from the old world-that even in a
national system of education there should be
placed invidious barriers between the children,
but this coulduot be so in this colony, I'ma the
twig is bent, so is the tree inclined," and if
there were any invidious barriers to keep the
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children apart from each other it would mean
that a bad feeling weuld grow up between
them through life. There should be no bar
to the harmonious education of the youth of
this colony. This subject was referred to on
one occasion by a man who was greatly
connected with the progress of this ques-
tion in Australia. In 1881 Sir Henry
Pattes; succeeded in carrying thr ugh
the New South Wales Parliament the
principles which the great majority of the
people in this colony are fighting for now. Tn
referring to the success of the Act in the
colony, the great legislator I have referred to
said: "1Our system is so completely nont-
"sectarian that any parent-let his faith be
"whatever it may be-can send his child to the
"public school without the slightest fear that
"his child's faith can be tamnpered with. And
"what more is wanted? And T must say a

"word or two-and I say them the more readily
"because I believe there is a very large proper-
"tion of this community belonging to the
"Reman Catholic Church-I must say a word or
two with respect to our Roman Catholic
"fellow-citizens. I cannot comprehend why
"Reman Catholic parents cannot send their
"children to our public schools.. ....
"I cannot see, when we have of necessity to
"grow up together to perform the same duties
"in society, to arrive at the same ends of life--
I cannot comprehend how it need interfere

"with the religious faith of the Roman Catho-
lic child when ho attends school to
read, to sum up figures, to understand
a little of the geographical features
of the earth, with Protestant children-

"how that can unfit the child for receiv-
1ing his religious faith. .. .... We

"must rub shoulders together, we must
,,work in the same workshops together, we
"emust follow the same plough, we must man

the same ships together, we must use the
"same tools in erecting our houses together-
"and why should not our children sit side by

"side in being taught to readF" This is
the spirit 1 should like to sea imparted into the
public schools of this colony when the Govern-
ment bring in this measure as they have pre-
mised, and as I believe they intend to. f
would also like to say this, that F am very
pleased indeed to see the efforts-and the
successful efforts-made by the Minister of
Education to extend. and improve the system
now in force in the colony. He has done good
work, and laid the round ation of work which

we will find to be invaluable later on in the
history of the colony. f am glad to see the
action the ilouse has taken on this subject
to-night, and I cannot help saying that by
securing this National System of Education-
free, comnpulsory and secular -for the peopW of
the colony, we will have done the greatest
public good ever accomplished' here, the
greatest boon ever written in the statute
books of the colony, and the brightest page in
the Mansard of Western Australia. I would
like to look upon the schools under this new
system of education as intellectual granaries,
through whose open doors would flow the
streams of enlightenment, of useful knowledge,
of powers of invention, nd of manufactures,
so that in the years to come our children mnay

be a credit to, and well worthy of the great
Empire to which we belong. I congratulate
the country on having a man whose regard for
the public interestb is so great that he has
tabled this motion to-night and haks been the
active means of compelig the Forrest Gov-
ernment to acknowledge the fact that the
demoand of the people is that thislmucah vexed
question shall be settled, and to promise
that it will bring in a Bill to provide Tor the
introduction of the system the people of the
colony are demanding.

Tuis COMMISSION SR OF CROWN LANDS
(Eton. A. B. Richardson): Ido not iateund to
extend the length of this debate in any
serious degree. My action on this
question at present, and the position
I have occupied in the past in relation to it
appears to hare struck the hen. member for
Albany as being somewhat cnrious. He says
he fails to see how I can reconcile my past
action with my present position. All I can
say, Mr. Speaker, is that if my explanation is
as ineffiient, lame, and miseruble as the one
he put forwaxd to excuse his own inconsis-
tency, t shall utterly fail to reconcile my pre-
sent position with my past professions. The
hon. member appeared to me to studiously
avoid the pages of Mansard. Everyone else
appears to have also avoided Hctnscrd on the
subject. I au going to pursue a different
course and propose to quote Mansard even if it
is against myself, which T know will give the
hoti member for Albany every satisfaction.
The first occasion I had anything to do with
a vote on the Education Question was in con-
nection with a motion brought forward by
the ben. member Goraldton on October 8th,
1894. The bon. member then moved. "That,
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in the opinion of this House, it is undesirable
to further extend the system of State aid
to Assisted Schools, and I said:-" 1 do
"not know that there is any reason why
members should give a silent vote on this
"question, if it is only just a few words to set
"forth the reasons why we intend to vote for
"or against it. I take particular note of the
"tenor of the motion, and I find that the crux
"of it is contained in the two words, 'further

"' extend '-that is whether the present system
"should be further extended. Whether the
"motion goes far enough is a matter of opinion.
"and I cannot enter into that question at
present. The motion as it stands affirms
"that'it is undesirable to further extend the
"'system of State aid to Assisted Schools.

"Therefore, I take it that anyone who votes
'against the motion votes for what is tanta-

"mount to saying that it shall bes further
" extended. I see no getting out of that. If
" we cannot affirm that it is not desirable to
" further extend the present system, we simply

mean to alffirm that it is desirable to further
"extend it. I think it is well for the

Houmse to consider that point seriously,
"not only as it affects the present, but
"-also the future, for we are not deal-
"ing alone with the present, but also the
"future, for we are Dot dealing alone
"w.ith the present, but the further ex-
"tension of the present system." When
I voted in favor of this motion that it
was not desirable to extend the Stats aid to
assisted schools, I supported a principle which
I again affirma now. The nest time I had the
opportunity to say anything on the question,
wast when a Bill was brought in to in-
cremse the grants to State and Assisted
Schools by a large amount. I then aid
"I do not intend to say much on this sub
"ject. It is one that has been threshed cut
"on several occasions. I1 desire to look at it
"from a common sense point of view, a plain
"and simple point of view. I cannot help
"thinking that the relation between the State
"and these Assisted Schools is something in

"the nature of a contract under which the
" State agrees to pay them a subsidy of £1t 15s.
" per head on condition that they comply with
"-certain regulations and stipulations. While
"that agreement lasts-and it is only a

tentative or conditional agreement
"durable only so long us Parliament
"considers it ought to last-it ought

to be adhered to by both the contracting

" parties, and I cannot for the life of me find
" anything in this contract which gives these
" schools the right to expect that the amount
"payable to them by the State unader its con-
"tract with them shall be increased upon any
"sort of condition, or under any circum-
"staniceS.' I amu still of that opinion, and quite

firmly so, too. It is a proper argument that
the position of the Assisted Schools and the
State is very much in the nature of a contract.
If they have no legal rights no one cansmy they
have not morail rights under this implied con-
tract, and, while I oppose the increase, I would
not dream, of rutblessly takingaway the snhsidy
or Acting without regard to the vested rights
which the LHon, the Premier has properly said
were created by statute. That has been my
action in the past. I say that under no cir-
cunmanees is it inconsistent with my action
at the present time. If anyone were to ask
me as a direct question if I was in favor of the
dual system of education, I wold most em-
phatically answer no, and I woul go fur'
ther, and say that I am doing my uttermost
as a member of the Ministry to get the system
altered. Whatever influence J have had I
have used, ad I do hope it will b~ring good
results. I have not found tiny great opposi-
tion so far in furthering that end. The diffi-
culty in the way is really as to the best way
to bring the matter on. We have to acknow-
ledge that these Assisted Schools have vested
rights, and fhmt under the Statute law they
have expended large sums of money. They
have acted unader a contract, and the Govern-
ment canot ruthlessly sever the contract
without due and just regard to the vested in-
terests. Not to do so would be askeing thre
Government to commit a greater breach of
faith than it would care to perpetrate. Ano-
ther consideration is as to the time, and when
any alteration should take place. This is the
maun question that influences the onsidera-
tion of the Ministry now. The lion. member
for Albany and the bon. member for Gerald-
ton have both declared that the growth of
public opinion on this question has been simply
nmarvellous. 'This in itself is ample
proof of the justification for a change
in the ideas of the Ministry on this
question. Tlhey, too, must see the hand-
writing on the wall, like other people. While
the question lay dormant, and while there was
no agitation on the part of the public, or
decided expressious of opinion, the Gov-
ermnent did right to leave the question alone,
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The member for Albany was himself in favor
of leaving the subject alone a little while
back. As soon asi it is evident that the
majority of the people desire new legislation.
the Ministry would be untrue to the country,
and untrue to their position. if they failed to
recognise the position. The Government have
given careful thought to this question, and if
it was worth while, the Premier could produce
documentary evidence to chow that he had
the matter uinder his serious consideration
bere the quesftion in regard to it was asked
by the bon. member for Nannines. I am pre-
pared to say for myself that if the proposal
of the hon. member for Albany was a
direct one in favor of the National Educia-
tion system I would vote for it. That
would be acting in wardance with my private
opinion. Although one may be a member
of a Cabinet, there could be no reasion
on a question ot this sort, why 1. or any other
member, should not exeircise our private con-
victions. There is no dissension in the Cabinet
over this. For my own part, I am fully satis-
fied that the Government does intend to bring
in a measure to be in accord with the wishes,
of the House and of the people. What I
would like hon. members to bear in mind is
that they must be ready to accept com-
promises. You find that in our everyday
dealings there are all sorts of compromises be-
tween muen, and the me thing had to apply
to politicians.

Me. LtAKs: The Premier denies that.
Tnz COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS

(Hon. A. it. Rtichardsion): I think the weakest
and most pitiable part of the address of the
hon. member for Albany is where he says he
has been studying this question for a greant
number of years, without being able to make
up his mind.

MR. ILLTNOWOitTf: His is a large mind.
Tmc COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS

(Eon. A. it. Richardson) : Evidently, and it
occurred to me that such a large mind must
take a great deal of making up. He was
many years in makring up his mind, and then
it was to change it. However, I am not going
to trouble myself by copious arguments to
attack individual members. These recrunin-
aiting chargeas of inconsistency do not do any
good, for the simple reson that if members
cared to do it, it would be found that no mem-
ber of the Hfouse was conslistent. Every man
thinks he is the only consistent persion living.
The hon. member for Geraldton was somewhat

unfair to the Ministry in his remarks. He
said that the Ministry was ready to do any-
thing the people wished, so long as it meant
keeping their seats. Now, I don't think that
is a fair construction to put on any change of
opinion on the part of a Ministry. If a Gov-
ernment changes its policy because there is e,
demand on the part of the public for certain
legislation, it should not be charged with
changing its opinion merely to remain ins
power. It might just s well be said that in
any movement of the Opposition the sole
reason for it would be to try and get the
Ministerial seats for themselves.

Me. SimpsoN: The Premier charges Us with
trying to do that about every twenty minutes.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. Rt. Richardson): There
may be something in the charge, flow.
ever, " I said before, we want to deal with
this great question in a satisfactory cmner.
and that is not going to be done by hon.
members proposing a vote of want of con-
fidence in the Ministry. It appears to me
that those who support this motion are quite
prepared to risk the sacrifice of the principle
in order to get the Ministerial seats. There
are many members of the House prepared to
vote strongly on the Education Question if the
issue is put direct to them, but they are forbid-
den do so so by the reason that their support
would jeopardise the Government. it is
sure to be shown that members who do not
vote for this motion will be inconsistent, but
as I said before, charges of inconstistency done
good, and members have o perfect right to
say they do not approve of the manner
in which the question has been brought
forward. It appears to me that when certain
members were elected with pledges on this
question, the hon. member for Albany made
himself a leader, and has adlopteid what I think
is a trick in order to make other members
appear in a fals position. Hf the hon.
member had proposed a substantial resolution
on the Education Question alone, I believe he
would have had a fair prospect of it being
carried. It is not my place to say whether it
would have been carried. As it is, no one
can possibly say that if a vote is taken on the
proposal of the hon. member for Albany, and
t is a vote taken on the Education Question.
There may be sme who do not care twopence
about the Education Question who would vote
to Put the Government out on any Pretext, and
on the other hand moay members thoroughly
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stnunch on the Education Question wou!d not
assist to put the Government out upon it.
'11w motion does not get to the real issue.
If there were really only an honest desire on the
part of the hon. members opposite to test
the feeling of the House on the Education
Question they would have brought the subject
forward in a very different manner.

Ma. ItLNiOWOaRT: Many a Ministry Ens
been defeated on less important questions.

THE COMMISSIONER OF GROWN
LANDS (Ron. A. R. Richardson) :Possibly
there have been. However, what the hon.
member has done here is to mnake it a
question not of the Education Act, hut
whether the Government s:ould be kept
in or tunedout. lo manymenibere there are
hundred of questions that appear to them to
no of more burning interest than that
of education, We must admit the con-
viction that the present, system of education
is absolutely and truly obnoxious. If anyone
would h~e suffering under persecution, or under
great disabilities, or if feelings were trampled
on, or if religious convictions were interfered
with, it would be quite a different matter; but
it is not such a burning question that it
should be settled, or upon which the Govern-
ment should go out. Here the boot is on
the other leg. If anyone is likely
to suffer it is the minority. I do not
think that in the whole history of politics
there can be found a ease where a large
majority allowed themselves to be persecuted.
In this matter the rights and interests of the
minority have to be protected, and when the
Government take the matter up, as I believe
they will very shortly, I trust there will be a
careful, just, and honorable regard for the
interests of the minority, and such steps
taken that no one can -suffer in the way of
persecution. I would like to impress this on
honorable members, that whenever the ques-
tion is settled we want that settlement on such
a basis that it will not always he rising up to
meet us. We do not want the whole clamor
and agitation continually arising, nor do we
want any section to be in a position to come
forward and say they have been harshly dealt
with. Let us deal fairly and even generously
with those who may be affected in the hope
that their good sense will bring about a state
of good feeling that will last for ever. After
the question has again quietened down let it
rest. When we proceed to settle this question
there is no reason why it should not be pro-

ceeded with in a perfectly amicable and
friendly way, but let it be on such a basis that
there will be no chance of raising the ghost of
the Education Question, or the slightest pos-
sibility of any persecution towards any who
might heaffeeted.

Mla. GEORGE : Mr. Speaker, if the Forrest
Government will only look upon this debate
to-night in the right way, I think they will
find they have every reason to congratulate
themselves, and the country they represent
upon what has token place. If for one thing
more than another, it would be because it has
given this House an opportunity of letting it
go forth to the country that the Education
Question is about to be settled-in fact, that it
is already practically settled-and that the
basis of settlement is to be the fair, equitable,
and generous treatment of all who have any
interest in thq subject. What I was sorry to
see this evening was that the Premier cannot
approach a question of this sort, without re-
garding a resolution as a personal attack
against himself. The diatribe directed
against the mnover of this resolution
was unnecessary. It had little bearing on the
question of education, and, on a great and
important subject such as this is, it ought to
have been beneath his dignity to have spoken in
such a foolish, and I may say, peurile way. If
there is one thing more thananother very plain
to my mind, it is that the Premier is himself
responsible for this question being brought up
to-night, and that was by the way he replied to
the hon. member for Nanineu's question earlier
in the session. That hon. member, Sir, merely
asked the Government if it would bring in a
Bill to amnend the Education Act by abolishing
thie present dual system and establishing a
national system, free, secular and compulsory.
What did the Premier say in reply to the hon.
member ? His reply was like many of those
replies I get fromn the Director of Public
Works. The Hon. the Premier fenced with
the question, and that is why it has had to be
brought before this House to-night, with such
happy result.. If the Premier had frankly
informed the House that it was the intention
of the Government to deal with the question.
whether it would be in this session or the next
session, or any definite time at all, then, Sir,
we would have had no necessity whatever for
the motion of the hon. member for Albany, and
the question would not have been raised
to-nighit.

Tun Pnaxmina Question,
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Ma. GEORGE: I have stated my opinion,
and I have very good grounds for what I say.
If the Premier had given the proper reply to
the hon. member for Nannine, we would not
have had the question raised now.

Tim Panmien -T on go too quiet for us.
Mn. GEORGE : Vor, possibly, for the

reason that I come from a country where the
fight on this question has been raging for
years. I have fought the question myself for
a great portion of my life, and twenty-five
years ago we beatL the Bible Eight people on
this very question.

Tur PEarran: Oh, that was in England.
That is not here.

Ms. GEORGE - I have only mentioned it to
show that the question is one I know some-

thing about. However, we are now dealing
with Western Australia and with the people
of Western fiustraia an i their children. Ifor
one, do nol intend to give asilent vote on this
subject. I sincerely hope no member of this
House will do so either. If we have ay views
at all, let us be men and let us declare them.
Do not let us be afraid to let the people of the
country know what the opinione of the hon.
members are on this subject. Don't Jet us have
any beating about the bush. If wepretend to
be men, let us be mianly, and not afraid to sny
what we think. One of the leading writers, and
one of the greatest authorities on questions of
political economy, has well said that the latter
portion of a wise man's life is spent in cor-
recting the false impressions created in the
earlier portions of his lire. While I regard this
statement as a statement of truth, I fail to see
anything inconsistent in the action of the hon.
member for Albany. The fact that he had been
years debating this subject to himself before
he made up his mind, and that now
he bad settled the question to his own
satisfaction, and meant to act npon it,
shows most conclusively that he belongs to
the party of progress. The Premier, on the
other hand, has not been progressive on this
question, but has retrograded. Tlhe Premier
should have shown the saint progressive
spirit on this question that we have admired
him for in others. If this agitation has done
nothing less than that it baa brought tho Go-
vernment to see that the question of the Edu-
cation Act must be settled-and settled too on
an equitable basis-much good will have been
done. It is one of the best steps we have taken
towards securing a National System of Educa-
tion, so that the children of this country wil

not grow up ignona nt orlIike little savages, and
a. National System of Education must be free,
compulsory, and secular. Free. Sir, because
in a country l ike this, poverty should be no bar
to a child receiving a proper education to fit
him as a future citizen ; compulsory,
because it should not be in the power
of parents to debar any of their children
from receiving the benefits of a good
education for the sake of their being able to
earn a more pittance if kept away from school;
and secular, because you can hardly find two
persons who think exactly alike on religions
questions. The question of religion should
never interfere with the education of our
children. There has been some reference
during this debate to the two last elections
that have taken place. One of these returned
my friend, the hon. member for North
Fremiantle, and the other resulted in the
return of myself. I can therefore speak fully
as to the feeling of the people on the Educa-
tion Question, and I do hope that this question
will be settled before another election takes
place. I say this,. Sir, because the great
historic Church fights tooth and nail for a
continunanmes of the present system. I say, Sir,
end I say it advisedly, for there is plenty of
evidence to support me, that the representa-
tives of that great historic Church do
not care one jot what may be the merits of
any man who might come forward, if he will
only pledge himself to support a continuance
of this dual system of education. if for no
reason more that this one, I hope this
Assembly will let its voice go forth that it
intends to settle this question, and to for ever
heal what rankles at every election now, like
a festering sore. There can be nothing what-
ever in the argument that a National System
of Education will in any way interfere with
the religion of any of the children who go
to the schools. I have yet to learn that it
is impossible to give a child en ordinary
school education without interfering with
his, or her religions faith. That even the
great church to which I haie alluded does
not think the system is impossible, is to
be found in the way in which it con-
duct its own schools. Members wilt find
that none of these schools have been built
outside of the centres of population.
Look at the Jarrahdale school, for in-
stance. That is a school with about 90
scholars, and they are of aPM denominations,
and the Roman Catholics do not seem to think
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there is anything antagonistic to their religion
in letting the children receive their education
together. If there is no interference with
religion in the country, why should ay be
feared in the centres of population? I say
there should be n separate system of edu-
cating our children because of the question of
religion. A man's religious faith is his own
private affair, and something that should not
be interfered with. For myow-npart. Ido not
care what a man's religion is, so long as lieis
fair and square in his dealings, and an, honest
am. I do not ask a man what his religion is,
nor do I care. When we are twitted with try-
iag to raise any vexed question of religion, the
arguments for snob a contention are found to
be absolutely untenable. I do not intend
to say much more on this subject. Any
scheme for the settlement of this question
will obtain support from me so long as it is a
scheme based upon equitable conditions for
dealing with those who are interested in the
system now in force. I would not even see
the present system interfered with, unless the
change to be brought about could be secured
justly and equitably. In a time like the pre-
sent, when we are, "s a colony, in the full
stream of prosperity, is the fitting oppo' tunity
to deal with this question. The Hon. the Pre-
mier will shortly be delivering his Budget
Speech, and I hope to see a portion of the sur-
plus he will announce, devot?d to the doing
away of the old system of education. It has
been said to-night fhat it is only recently that
there has been any great agitation on this sub-
ject. Of cousne it is, and the reason is very
plain. During the last few years our popula-
tion has very largely increased, and T
might almost say that the native popula-
tion has been overwhelmed by the
influx: of people from the other colonies.
These people who come here from the
other colonies, agitate on this question for the
reason that they have seen the benefits of a
National System of E-iucation in the countries
where they have been living. We want people
with families to remain here, but we cannot
expect that if people are not able to
have their children educated totally free
from the question of religion. Now, Sir,
I think the Premier will be doing a
very graceful act indeed, and he will
consolidate the confidence felt in him by mem-
hers even on this side of the House, if he will
take uip this question without delay. I, for
one, would he glad t j see it, and glad to after-

wards support the Premier to carry out the
great schemes we know he has in view for the
continued advancement of this country. I say,
Sir, that it would be a matter of great satisfac-
tion, after what has been said hero, if the Pre-
mierwould definitely declare when, and how,
he intended dealing with this question.

Me. IjEFROY: I think, Sir, that this
question of Assisted Schools and our present
system of education ha. been thoroughly
threshed out in this House, and through the
country, on previous occasions. It is almost
unnecessary for me to say anything at the
present moment with regard to the motion
that has been tabled by the hen. member for
Albany. I think, Sir, that the motion is un-
necessary, for the reason that in the reply
given by the Premier to the question put by
the boa, member for Nannine there was ample
to indicate that the Government had the
matter under consideration, and intended to
deal with it. It is true the Premier then said
that the Government did not intend to deal
with the matter at that time. It appears to
me that the words "1 at present" indicated
that there must have been some intention on
the part of the Premier to suggest that he did
intend to deal with the subject later on. The
hon. member for Albany. in bringing forward
this motion, appears to me to be simply en-
deavoring to strike a blow at the dual system
of education. Ile never referred to the qjues-
tion as to whether the system should be either
free or compulsory, but harped continually on
this dual system-that is the question of As-
sisted Schools against National Schools. Well,
now, the hon. member for Albany asks other
hon. members to be consistent on this matter.
I could say some things about the consistency
of some people, hut I do not care to be harsh in
reference to an honorable member who sits
very closeto sue in this House. So far as Iam
concerned I propose to be distinctly consistent.
I1 came into this House elected unopposed and
with the confidence of those who elected me.
I gave it as may opinion that we should not
attempt to deal any blow at the dual system of
education. I shall be consistent therefore in
refusing to lend my assistance in dealing
a blow at that system ao is proposed
in the motion of the hon. member.
I consider myself, as I said before, that
the question of the hon. member for Nannine
and the reply that was given to the ques-
tion by the Premier, are entirely satisfactory.
aot only to this Rouse, but also to the people
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wh are interested in thep question. That this
is the ease, t believe the hon. member for
Albany0 will easily ascertain when the division
takes place on his motion. This will be the
proof that the reply of the Preinier is satisfac-
tory to members of this House--or, at leant, to
the majority of the members. Now, the bon.
member for Nannine has told us that the
settlement of this question is wanted by three-
fourths of the people of this colony, He says
that three-fourths of the people are in favor of
doing away with the dual system of education.
He bases that belief solely on a calculation of
the numerical strength of the religious denomi-
nations.

Mfg. ILarNowoaT'r. I did not-
MRt. LEFROY -. He seems to be desirous of

pitting the strength of one denoination
against the others, for the simiple reason that it
is well known that thie numerical strength
of the Roman Catholics is only about one-
fourth of the total population.

MR. ITAIKGORoTH: I was not using any
calculation based in thst way at all. I was
taking my calculations fromu the new arrivals

in the colony.
MR. L.EEROY : I am not prepared in this

way to deal aL blow at a church for which
I. at any rate, have the greatest respect.

MaR. ILLYNGWOUTH -: Neither amn Y.

Ma. LEFROY: I say, Sir, that no matter
to what religions denominatio n o may
belong, one can at least admire that church
for hh~ving one of thle most wonderful
organisations the world over, and I think
that, for that reasoa, if the church is net
so powerful in numbers as other denoinina-
tions in this country, we should treat it
with respect, and that we should regard and
respect the feelingsa of all those who may
be opposed to us in their religious creed.
I would also like to express mny opinion that it
has net altogether been duo to the Education
Question that certain members have recen tly
been returned to this H-ouse, but that the
reason is largely to be found in religions
grounds. It ought not to be so, but in recent
elections a man's religion has been an impor-
tant factor in returning him.

MRt. COrNNOR; Yes. that it has.
Ma. LEP-ROY: There are, unfortunately.

grounds for believing that the feeling I refer
to has arisen throughout the country, and hon.
members ca judge for themselves why this
feeling has arisen. [ think it is a most dread-
fuli thing to do, or assist in doing, anything

that will bring a country like this into religious
strife, and I em glad that the Government feel
with nile on this question. The Government
have Raid that they are not prepared to deal
with the question at the present time, and they
have given reasons. With these reasons
I am perfectly well satisfied. These
Assisted Schools hakve been created by
Statute, and we must have the respect
for them, and for the law that brought
them into existence. As I said before, I came
into this House pledged not to deal any blow
at the present system of education, and
therefore I1 certainly cannot vote for
the motion of the lion, member for
Albany. re has told us to be consis-
tent, and I am going to be consistent Not
only is the hon. memb er trying to deal a -blowv
at the dun) system of education, but be is takr-
ing an action which may possibly hiLve the
effect of arousing unrest and disquiet through-
out th5 country. I came into this Hdouse and
tookc miy seat on this side of it. I held certain
views a% hen I camne here, and I have consis-
tently supported those v iews.-When these views
have agreed with the proposals of the Govern-
ment I have supported them, and when other-
wise, I have voted against the Government.

Mit. LEA Kit: Generally in favor of the Gov-
ernment, though.

MR. LEFROY : I do not think it is in accord
with common sense that, because I have taken
my seat on this side of the House, [ can be
twitted w ith do ing something I have no righ t
to do in this Rouge whenu I exercise, my own
opinion on any question that comaes before- it.
There is no necessity whatever for considerinug
tile question of National Schools now. The
tinehas net arrived for aL Change. I can only
say, further, Sir, ibritl came into this House
witni the thorough con~fidence of the people I
represent, and, although I msay not have the
eloquence or the silvery tongue of thle hon.
memnber for Albany, I don't believe that if that
hongcntleuinn, with all hiscloquenceantl legal.
learning, were to meet me on the h ustings in
my own electorate, he would be further privi-
leged to be in th is House.

TuL ATVrt'NEY-GENi;BtAL (Hon. S
Burt):. I do net intend to occupy th e thme of
the House by making any remarks with a view
of endeavoring to establish the consistency t f
the hen. m embe r for Albisny in the act ion he is
now taking. I shall endeavor merely to bring
the debate to a focus, and to explain to the
House the exact Position Of the Government
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a little more clearly, and, perhaps, a little more
in detail, than would be gathered from the
statement of the Premier. I propose to tell
the Hfouse what it is exactly the Government
propose to do on this question. I must say in
passing, however, that it seemsa to me that the
hon. member for Albany has really placed
himself, to some extent, in a false position.
Having found that certain members of this
fL~cuse were returned pledged to certain views
on the Education Question, he assum ed a lead
of thoise who agree with him on this question.
I would point out to the House, t6 the lion.
member himself, and to those members he is
endeavoring to lead, that these gentlemen
were returned pledged on quite a different
point to the one the hon. mnemb er for Albany
was returned upon. Theoy. wer pledged to
abolish the dual system, and the hon. member
was pledged to leave it alone. The lHon, the
Premier hag, to my mind, completely torpedoed
the position taken up by the hon. member for
Albany, who is now acting so inconsistently
with his pledge to leave the dual system
Alone.

Maz. LEAKS. There was no pledge.
Tax ATIYORNEY.GENWRAL (Hon, S.

Burt): The stateiaent the Premier wade to
his constil cents at Bunbury was the policy of
the Government on the Education Question.
The Hlon. the Premier then said he deprecated
zeligious questions being raised in this country,
and that until the Education Question could be
regarded as a vexed one, his advice to the
people would be to leave the present system
alone. The Government hiave abided by that,
and we would have continued to abide by that,
had not other people who were interested in these
Assisted Schools raised theqnestion themselves.
The question has been further raised bj the
discussion in the Rouse this evening, and it
will consequently be sti)l furtherraised through-
out the country. Whether the question will
remain at this point, and whether it will
be possible for the Government to abide
by their determination to leave the matter
alone, will depend very largely upon the people
who are immediately concerned with the
question. When the people who are interested
in these Assisted Schools desire to approach
the Government and ask that the question
mught be settled at once, and that it should
not be left alone, and when we find, as we do
now for the first time within my recollection,
that bon. members on the other side of the
House will be in accord with the Government,

then the question becomes one that demands
the most serious attention of the Ministry.
When we find hon. muembers on the, opposite
side of the House agreeing with tho Govern-
mieet tha~t the question requires to bes
approached in a tuost careful way, and that
with the utmost consideration they should
deal liberally and generously with the interests
and legal rights created under the present
system, then I say fihe Government would
be wrong in holding back any longer, or in
neglecting to give our assistance with a view
of settling this question att the present
time. I say then, if we find both partiesa
asking the Government to deal with the
question, I should like to Irner why it
becomes the duty of the Government to
abide by what was said on its behalf in the

rirst instance, when there was no agitation
ion the question. The Government, when
approached bjy both sides, will have no right
to refuse its assistance towards arriving at
an amiicable conclusion of this question. It
would he distinctly wrong to bold back,
when both sides came to the Government
and asked it to deal with the question. If

Ithe House did not desire the present Gov-
erniuent to deal wish the question it could
Carry a resolution which would put some
other Governmient in, The Premier hats not
said that he is in favor of the continuiance

of the dual system. All that hie said was
thr'±t the best thing for the people to do, at
the tine he was speaking, was to leave
the miatter alone. When the question is
raised by both parties, why should the
Government hesitate to lend its assist-
ance ? It would be our duty to do all
we could to mveet the wishes of those
who are concerned. We would not be acting
in a proper spirit if we did not do so. The in-
tenitions of the Government have undergone a
change, for the simple reason that the feelings
of the people seemed to have done the same
thing. However, if both sides are now desir-
ous that the question should be settled, end
thait the Governmient should act as arbitrators,
why should we not consent tode so? Somneof
the hen. members opposite were quite read y to
leave the question alone themselves until this
recent agitation. I2he hon. uiembers for Nan-
nine, for Perth, for Geraldton, and for the flir.
ray, to their honor be it said, have expressed
themnselves as being quite ready to deal with
the question in an equitable, generous and
honorable way with regard to the vested
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rights that have coine into existence under the
p1resent law. Ir say to their honor be it said that
they are in this frame of mind.

Ma. SnmsoN. We were never in any other.
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.linrt):

That is something quite new. It is poasible
that in the past the Government have not
gone far enough to draw a definite expression
of opinion from them. At any rate, I ama
very glad to know that they are prepared to
approach this question of vested rights in an
honorable and equitable manner. There really
is no difference of opinion between Mon. mem-
bers and the Government on this mnatter.

Mat. Gsonao: You have only justexpressed
your opinion.

THE ATTORNEY-UENERAJJ (Ron. S.
Butt): If hon. members express a desire to
deal with the question in an honorable and
generous way, in every way that affects
those who have rested rights in the Assisted
Schools, then their desire is the same as that
of the Government, and in accord with
the terms under which such a subject
shonld be dealt with by this House.
Let us deal with it part by part, and dispose of
this first, for it is the larger lart of the
answer. It is six lines out of seven, and it is
something to have established that six lines
out of seven are satisfactory, So far ms those
six lines are concerned then, we are not at'
issue. Even the hon. muember for AII'any says
that those six lines are satisfactory. The rest
of the answer is simply this:- " the Government
do not propose to dent ith the question at pre-
sent." I supposte the hon. mnember for Nanaine
will say that is what he was alluding to. What
was the question asked P It was, whether the
Government intended to bring in a Bill to
amend she Education Act, and abolish the pre-
sent dual system, and establish a system free
secular, and compulsory. We have hepard very
little to-night about the free, secular, and
compulsory, and very little abouat any system
to )'e established if we abolish the dual system.
'Jhe Government have not, as yet, thoroughly
considered how far any new system to be intro-
duced shall be either free, secular, or com-
pulsory. I do not know that on these points
the country has pronounced any decided
opinion, I am not prep~ared to say there would
be no difference of opinion upon these points.
At this moment I cannot give ainy absolute
pledge on behalf of the Government as to the
system that will beA set uip. At the same time,
I do not wish to suggest that it wil be on any

other than free, secular, and compulsory prin-
ciples that the House will be asked to passa
Bill -With regard to dealing with the matter
at the present time, we were not asked to bring
in a Bill this session. All we said was, we
did not propose to deal with it at present.
The bon. member for Perth was correct when
he said that, reading between the lines, he
concluded the Government were considering
the question, and desired to deal with it. If
we should find that we are approached by the
other side--and Ii hope this debate wilt lead to
that-I say, if we are approached by the other
siae, then our course and dnty in this mal ter
are clear; and we should attempt to deal with it
at no distant date. On behalf of the Govern-
ment I ask the House to leave the matter to us,
andwe will undertake todeal with it.and,assnuo-
lug that we are approached from the other side,
and hy the other party, we will endeavor to deal
with it this session. 'Then there is another
point, for it becomes then a- question of com-
pensation. How cAn that question best be
dealt with P It is a big question, and the
Government have been considering it, and had
got a long way with it before the question was
raised here this session. It is a question that
bristles with difficulties. Ac first ourthought
was to appoint a joint committee of both
Houses to fix the compensation at that which
is just, and equitable, and honorable, in view
of those vested iights that have grown up. I
hope r have made clear what the Government
propose to do ; assing, of course, that the
parties who are pledged to leave the matter
alone ask us not to leave it alone. This is an
opportune time, as some hon. members re-
niarked,and, if we are ask~ed by the ether party,
it is our intention to do something this session.
Probably we shiall ask the House to appoint a
Joint Committee to deal particularly with
the question of compensation. I do not wuh
to leave the question in any doubt with regard.
to the agreement existing with those who ate
interested in the Assisted Schools. We have
every reason to believe, and know, they will fail
in with this arrangement, particularly after
what has taken place to-night, and the views

Iexprcssedfrdm the benches opposite; we believe
that those who are interested in the Assisted
Schools will not hang back, but will join hands
and ask us to settle this matter upon these
principles.

MR. THEOSSELL: I think the hon. mew-
Iher for .Albany is to be congratulated upon
bringing this matter before the Rouse as he
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did. He is, I fear, like a soldier leading a for-
lorn hope. Whatever the f utiireiay have to
present, it would appear the notion to-night
will be defeated. There is no denying the fact
that there is a general feeling in the country
that a change will have to be made sooner or
later. When it shal I be made is a matter to
be considered hereafter. I venture to think
the Government will make no mistake in the
matter, hint will exhilbit true statesmanship, if
they kill agitation by anticipating it. The
question will have to he dealt with, upon
fairand liberal liacs, and no hon. member of
this House uill accept any other settlement,
except with die regard to the vested
interests of tlhcee most concerned. It is
not a question as to whether the present
system has done gool work or not; lint it is a
question as to whether the country is growing
weary of it. That is my view of the matter.
I think the country ii, tired of it. What will
be the position horcaftar if this is put to the
countrq I think those who are most
interested in this question will have occasion
to conse these wonld-be friends, if the matter
is not settled now. UILet proper way to deal
with it is, I think, for tho Government to face
the matter, and agree to gi ve fair compensa-.
tion to those concerned. No other method
would be so acceptable to tiao country, or to the
majority of the members of this House. I
believe I am voicing the opinion of a majority
of the members of this House when I say the
present system must go. The, hivtory of the
other colonies tells us that, and I shtonld regret
if it had to be fought out here at the sword's
point. We know that the Assisted School
system has done good and noble work, at the
time when the Government School system was
at avery low ebb. Some of our best men have
received their education at these schools; and
I consider, if they must be wiped out, it should
beoon fair and liberal terms.

MR. LEAKE: Had the Government thought
fit to put up the Ron. the Attorney-General
earlier in this debate, or had the G overnment
thought fit to give expression to these
opinion which the Attorney-General has
uttered to-night-ad 1 think the thanks
of this House aren due to that hon.
gentlemnan - this question might have
come to a speedy and. an amicable settle-
ment. lam glad to think that this motion
which I have proposed has not prejudiced the
settlement of this important matter. The
Attorney-General, again I say, is to be

congratulated upon his observations, and for
the temperate and considerate way in which
he has dealt with those hon. inoaslers who
have thought fit to support ino in this reso-
lution. 1 am very pleased to think he lias
acted as he has done; and had the Hon. th,,
Premier adopted the same course, instead of
indulging in that tirade of criticism-I won't
say abuse-of the unfortunate member for
Albany, it would have been infinitely better
received on this side of the House. I am
sure we are pleased with the Hon. the
Attorney-General's assurance, and I accord-
ingly rose as quickly -n I could to ask the
House for permission to withdraw my reso-
lution. The Hon. the Attorney-General has
told usi that as sonn as it appears to be the
Wish of hon. members on both sides of the

House that this question should be settled,
the Government are prepared, not only to
settle it, but to approach its considera-
tion this session, with a view to a settle-
ment. I hope I do not misquote the Hon.
the Attorney-General when I say this ques-
tion will be settled this session. I am glad
to hear it. I would merely explain, with
regard to the wording of the answer to
the question of thelhon. member for Nannine,
that if the Government had been a little more
definite in their reply, there wold not have been

-any necessity to resort to what some hon. men,-
-ar may call extreme measures. I am per-

Banally satisfied that this question will now be
settled; and, in saying that, I know Ilam only
echoing the views of hon. members on this side
of the House. I therefore beg that the Rouse
will permit mae to withdraw this contentious
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawna.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
ADMINISTRATOR.

ASSR"r TO DILL.

'lbefollowing message was delivered to, and
read by Mr. Speaker;-

A. C. ONSLOW,
Administrator.

The Administrator has the honor to inform
the Legislative Assembly that he has this day
assented, in Her Majesty's name, to the under-
mentioned Bill:-

"-An Act to apply out of the Consolidated
Resvenue Fund the sum of £9200,000 to the ser-
vice of the year ending 30th June, 1896."

Government Homse, Perth, 24th July, 1895.
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ADJOURNMENT.

At 10.45 p.m. the ji1ouso adjourned until
4.30 p.m. on Thursday, July 25th.

Thursday, 259h July, 1895.

Petitiope of John iJi8e.Aponmnt aary etc.
of MJr. Edirds as reterinery srqeena-Loan
Act, 1891, Re-A ppropriat ion Hill; thirdl read-
ig-lunwipat In1stizejiees Bill:- Copwaitleg's
report ; New n-lm eCson Duties Repeot
BJill . in Coruatilt ee; Coit Lee's ffepoit-Ad-
;onratue;.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PUAYERS.

PETITION OF JOHN MtAHER.

MR. WOOD:- I would like to ask, Mir.
Speaker, whether this is the proper time for
me to present a petition given into my hands.

THEn SPEAKER: Yes; but may I ask
whether the petition is the one the hon. mem-
ber spoke to me about the other day, atnd
which I told him could not be received because
it was not in order.

bMn. WOOD: f t is on the same subject, Sir,
but tho objectionable portions have been
taken out. The petition does not now con.
tain any reflection upon the Legislature.

Tas SPEAKER: It was distinctly out of
order.

Ma. WOOD:. I have' seen to that, Mr.
Speaker. The petition is from John Maher,
and I move that it be read.

The motion being agreed to, the Clerk read
the petition, which prayed for redress tar loss
sustained in connection with the Contract for
the Government buildings, and asked for an
enquiry into the alleged unfair treatment
meted out to petitioner by the supervisor of
the said Contract.

Tan SPEAK ER:- This petition is most
distinctly not in order, for the si iple reason

that the only redress the petitioner prayed
fur would be the granting of some monetary
comapensation. [ cant see no other form of
redress hie could have. I amn decidedly of
opinion that the petition cannot be received
by this Hfouse.

MRa. WOOD . He could obtain some redress
on a report from a committee.

Tux S PEAKER:- Only as a recommendation
from the Governor. It would have to be
broughit before the House in the same way as
anty oInary vote.

MR. MORAN': I know a little aibout this
petition-

Tan SPEAKER: The bon. member cannot
be in order in spesaking on the petition now. It
appears to me that all the petitioner can be
seeking for is a monetary compensation ;that
is all he can be wanting. Tihis may be an
attempt to obtain a monetary compensation by
a side wind.

Mu. WOOD: The petition speaksa for itself.
'THE SPEAKER : What result can the

petitioner possibly want unless it is monetary
compensation.

MR. WOOD : That will rest with a com-
mittee.

Tats SPEAKER:- A committee should not
recommend monetary compensation being
given him without the recommendation of the
Governor.

MRn. M ORAN:- I do not think he wants a
monetary comwpensation.

TaB PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):- He
may only want this man dismissed.

THE SPEAKER: I believe the man has
been dismissed already.

TUB PREMIER:- I have not heard of him
before.

Ma. WOOD: I believe this is really a hard
case. I had a deputation frcomn the Contractor's
Association to-day, and from what I was in-
formed the contractor who now petitions
th is House did suffer greatly trom the general
tyranny exercised over him by this official.
There is no doubt also that he suffered con-
siderable monetary lost.

Tan, PREMIE1R:- Is the man complained of
in the service at the present time?

MRl. WOOD: I do not know.
'fu ESPEA KER:- This petition does seem to

me to be an attempt to obtain by a side wind
what the petitioner could not obtain if he pro-
ceeded openly.

Ma. WOOD: You will recollect, Mr. Speaker,
that I showed you the draft of this petition.
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